
March 2018

Ohio Valley Region | Porsche Club of America

BentPylon



Porsche Club of America

The Bent Pylon is a publication of the Ohio 
Valley Region, Porsche Club of America, 
published at 6380  Blackheath Circle, Ma-
son, OH 45040 and printed by American 
Printing.  Permission to reprint any material 
published is granted providing full credit 
is given to Bent Pylon and the author and 
providing there is no copyright involved.

The Bent Pylon accepts articles sub-
mitted for publication.  All articles 
and ads must be received by the 10th 
of the month prior to publication.

Mart ads and articles can be emailed to 
the editor at: zach2@zoomtown.com or by 
mail  to: 6380 Blackheath Circle, Mason, 
OH 45040.

Bent Pylon 2017 Advertising Rates

Eighth Page  $250/Year
Quarter Page     $600/Year
Half Page   $875/Year
Full Page  $1250/Year
All Ads Must Be Pre-paid!

For Ad Specifications contact: 
zach2@zoomtown.com 

Services offered in the Bent Pylon do not 
necessarily imply endorsement or approval 
by the Bent Pylon or the Ohio Valley Re-
gion, Porsche Club of America.  Advertis-
ing rates are paid in support of the Ohio 
Valley Region, Porsche Club of America.  
Ads will appear in as timely a manner 
possible.   The Bent Pylon cannot guar-
antee services performed by any adver-
tiser.  Members experiencing difficulty or 
unsatisfactory service should contact the 
advertiser directly and, failing to receive 
adequate response, should contact the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau, notifying the 
advertiser of such action.  Caveat Emptor.

OVR MONTHLY MEETING
Monthly Board Meeting / Member Social
2nd Tuesday of the Month
Firehouse Grill/Blue Ash

SOCIAL
2018 Annual Meeting/Dinner
TBA

Taj Ma Garaj
Saturday May 5, 2018

Wine Tasting Party
Friday, May 11, 2018

TECH SESSIONS
Bilstein Plant Tour
Saturday, Aptil 7, 2018

CONCOURS/SHOWS
Greenbrier Resort Concours d’Elegance
May 4-6, 2018
www.greenbrierconcours.com

Ault Park Concours
Sunday, June 10, 2018

2018 P2O
July 20-22, 2018

Red Brick Reunion
Saturday, August 11, 2018

Porsche On The Mac
August 17-19, 2018 

Dayton Concours
Sunday, September 9, 2018

Rallye Porsche Milford
Saturday 29, 2018 (rain date Sunday)

IMSA Race/ Mid•Ohio
May 4-6, 2018

OVR AUTOCROSS
Saturday, June 16
Saturday, July 28
Saturday, August 11

OVR DRIVERS’ ED
June 8-10, 2018 Mid-Ohio
October 5-7, 2018 Mid-Ohio
 
OVR CARS and COFFEE
First Event - Sunday, May 6, 2018
1st and 3rd Sunday of the month

TOURS and RALLIES
April Spring Tour IV (Spring Classic)
Saturday, April 14, 2018

Ault Park Concours/POV
Porsche Celebration 70 Tour
For Air Cooled Cars
Saturday, June 9, 2018

Bellfontaine Hillclimb Revival Tour
Sunday, August 26, 2018

Put-in-Bay Road Race Reunion
September 24-27, 2018
pibroadrace.com

For Event Details
Visit: ovrpca.org

All Event Registration:
www.ClubRegistration.net
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Rally/Tours
Jeff Clark
513.238.3492
toronto1jdc@yahoo.com

Safety
Tim Flora
765.418.4769
tim.flora@comcast.net

Social Media
Jack Schultz
jackschultz1215@gmail.com

Technical
Rich Rosenberg
513.530.9090
rjrol@aol.com

Webmaster
Karah-Lyn Crihfield
937.733.8351
kcrihfield@gmail.com

Drivers’ Education
Spring Event
Thomas Crihfield
937.533.3767
tscrihfield@gmail.com

Fall Event
Dennis & Susan Okin
513.300.5076
dennisokin@fuse.net

Zone 4 Representative
Lori Schutz
2955 Lansdowne Road
Waterford, MI 48329
927.890.7405
Scmink2@earthlink.net

Chief Instructors
Dale Timmester
513.858.3099
dtimmester@cinci.rr.com

Gary Nichols
513.378.4010
nichols.surveying@fuse.net

Club Race
Rich Rosenberg
513.530.9090
rjrol@aol.com

Bill Altvater
937.371.9382
bill.altvater@gmail.com

Concours
Michael Herald
513.633.3556 
MD@MDHerald.com

Historians
Dick Weiss
513.232.0485
Dweiss356md@fuse.net

Brent Fagan
812.369.2260
ovrpca@live.com

Membership
Steve Schultz
513.317.6128
sschultz993@gmail.com

Newsletter
Fred & Ruth Zacharias
zach2@zoomtown.com

Public Relations
Position Open

Past President
Grant Karnes

Members at Large
Mike Valentine
mike@valentine1.com

Rick Gilhart
513.225.6564
rickgilhart@gmail.com

Autocross
Bill Kief
HighSpeedDriving@gmail.com

Jeff Renner
jrenner613@yahoo.com

OVR Committee Chairs

President
Dennis Okin
513.300.5076
dennisokin@fuse.net

Vice President
Bill Altvater
937.371.9382
bill.altvater@gmail.com

Secretary
Andrew Lautz
859.802.9546
andrew.lautz@gmail.com

Treasurer
Herb Beck
513.398.5078
hb45040@gmail.com

OVR Board of Directors

Porsche Club of America

National Executive Director
Vu Nguyen
P.O. Box 6400
Columbia, MD 21045
410.381.0911
ExecutiveDirector@pca.org
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The weather is beginning to break and the 
OVR calendar is filling up with driving, tech 
sessions and social functions. By the time 
you read this it will be early March.  
I cannot wait for spring!

Please look at our 

events on line at: 

www.pca.org  or in 

the Bent Pylon.  Check out 

Karah-Lyn Crihfield’s article 

in this issue of the BP. She has 

updated the OVR calendar 

and tells you how to add all 

of the events to your iPhone 

calendar. Her simple step by 

step, one-time procedure will 

automatically update your 

iPhone calendar with all of 

the upcoming OVR events. 

Thanks, Karah-Lyn, for your 

work on this project.

Registration is well underway 

for our June Driver Education 

event. Over 50 people have 

already signed up. Do not 

miss this one!  Last year the 

event sold out by mid-May.

Cars and Coffee and several 

road tours will be beginning 

in May. Popular social events 

like the wine tasting and the 

visit to Taj are also scheduled.

Our volunteers continue 

to amaze me with their 

dedication and efforts in 

organizing these great events.

See you all soon...

Thanks, 

Dennis
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NEW magnetic OVR Name Badges are now available 

for $10.  (They won’t damage your clothing!)   The 1.5” 

x 3.5” aluminum  badge may be ordered  from: Kathie 

Hunter, 1409 Woodridge Drive, Hamilton, OH 45013. 

Enclose a check for $10 (includes shipping) payable to 

OVR/PCA  along with your return address and email.

OR ...YOU CAN GET YOURS FREE 

just by attending a monthly Board Meeting / Social or a 

New Member Social!

The first Line will be in bold text for your first name/nick-

name;   Second line for your last name.  The Third Line 

is optional for something you may want to share such as 

“Member since    ____”, your car and model, hometown 

or just leave it blank.

OVR Name Badges

Ohio Valley Region uses the ClubRegistra-

tion.net website to register all people for all 

types of events, so you will definitely want 

to have an account on this site.  Once you 

create an account, you will use it to regis-

ter for autocross, driver education, rallies, 

tours and social events.  For social events 

you can register yourself as well as guests.  

For all other events additional registrants 

will need to have their own account.  It 

should not take more than 5 minutes to set 

up an account.

• CREATE AN ACCOUNT

At the top of the screen click on Resourc-

es.

Scroll down to Resources and Links and 

click on Club Registration.

On clubregistration.net click on Create Ac-

count.

Create Account:  Complete the informa-

tion and click Create.

Profile: This is where you enter your per-

sonal  information,  If you do not plan on 

registering for any driver education or au-

tocross events you do not need to com-

plete the information under Experience.  

Required fields are indicated by a red as-

terisk after the field.  When you have com-

pleted this section, click Update.

Vehicles:   Enter the year, make, model 

and color of your car as shown by the re-

quired indicators.  Click Save.  The system 

will take you to a page to enter another car.  

If you do not want to enter another car you 

are finished.

• FIND AN EVENT

Once you have an account you can then 

register for an event.  On the main Club 

Registration Page, enter your username 

and password and click Login.

Dashboard:  The top of the page has an 

option “Search for Events.”  There are 

three ways to find an event:

General Search:  Type in a keyword or 

words.  (Not the most accurate way to 

search.)

Category:  If you search by category you 

can filter to a specific Type of Event or Se-

lect All and all OVR upcoming events will 

be displayed.

Date:  If you know the date, this is the eas-

iest search method.

After you have found your event, select 

Register on the right side and follow the 

registration steps for the event.  This 

seems like a lot of work but should only 

take you a few minutes.  If you have diffi-

culty, contact dennisokin@fuse.net or 513-

300-5076. For detailed instructions with 

screenshots please see the blog entry for 

October 23, 2016 on our website.

NOTE: Monthly Dinner Meetings and Cars 

and Coffee do not require registration for 

participation.

How To Register For OVR Events

Attending:
Board Members: Dennis Okin, Bill 
Altvater, Herb Beck

OVR Committee Chairs: Gary & Rose 
Nichols, Grant Karnes, Dale Timmester, 
Rick & Chase Gilhart, Brent Fagan, Rich, 
Rosenberg, Jeff Renner, Thomas & Karah-
Lyn Crihfield, Steve Schultz

OVR Members: Kurt Niemeyer, Frooz 
Thielking, Mark Thielking, John Hutten, 
Arizona Stafford, Chris Ferraro, Mark 
Plungis, Alan Coleman, Russ Cramer, 
Mark Wilson, Ryaan Ibtisam, Bruce Smith, 
Walter Chin, Scott Lambert, Nathan & 
Melody Keenan, Alex Albuquergin

Meeting was called to order at 7pm by 
President Dennis Okin.
Minutes of the last meeting held were 
accepted with a motion by Mike Valentine 
and seconded by Grant Karnes .

Executive Board Reports:
President: Dennis Okin immediately lost 
control of the meeting and then had the 
new members in attendance introduce 
themselves to the group.  Dennis also 
stated that he would be attending the 
Zone 4 meeting March 17th.  On Monday 
Feb.26th he will also participate in the 
National Board conference call.

Vice President: Bill Altvater: Insurance 
reminder for events that have cars  up in 
the air or moving.  Bill participated in a 
PCA webinar on insurance and reviewed 
the various types of events that required 
or didn’t require the necessary forms be 
completed.

Secretary: Andrew Lautz: Not Present 
and has foolishly handed over the 
recording of this month’s minutes to the 
Club Treasurer.

Treasurer: Herb Beck: Reviewed 
expenses & Income for the month of 
January.

Committee Reports:
 
Autocross: Jeff Renner and Bill Kief: 
Bill and Jeff had contact with Kentucky 
Speedway and have discussed holding 
three events this year at that venue.  
Registration for the events is available on 
ClubRegistration.net.

Chief Instructors: Gary Nichols and Dale 
Timmester: Nothing to report.

Concours:  Michael Herald:  Not Present.

Club Race:  Rich Rosenberg:  No club 
race is being planned for this year.

DE Chairs: Thomas Crihfield and Dennis 
Okin: 32 people presently registered for 
the event.  Everyone needs to pay when 
you register and lock in your car number. 
Registrants will have seven days in which 
to pay before their initial registration is 
voided so register and pay to get the car 
number that you desire.  The June date is 
firm and will not change.
  
Historian: Brent Fagan:  Discussed the 
first Porsche 356-001.

Members at Large:  Mike Valentine 
and Rick Gilhart: Mike invited all to the 
2018 Concours de Elegance which is 
celebrating the Porsche marque this year 
in June.  Unfortunately the date coincides 
with our OVR June DE.  Once again, Rick 
Gilhart sat in the corner with his crutches 
sulking and refused to participate.

Membership:  Steve Schultz reported that 
we have 10 new members giving us 908 
Primary and 529 Affiliate/Family members.  
The club now totals 1437 members.

Newsletter: Fred & Ruth Zacharias: Not 
present.

Past President: Grant Karnes:  Taj Ma 
Garaj is scheduled to be sometime in May. 
This year it will be an event with three 

regions participating; OVR, MOR, and CIR.  

Two more annual OVR events, the Wine 
Tasting and Rally Porsche Milford are also 
being scheduled.  Stay tuned for further 
details.

Rally/Tours: Jeff Clark: Not present. Tours 
are currently being scheduled for each 
month during the driving season.

Safety:Tim Flora: Not present.

Technical Sessions: Rich Rosenberg: The 
Bilstein tour is being scheduled for April 
7th.

Webmaster: Karah-Lyn Crihfield: No 
report.

Old Business: Successful new member 
party was held in January at Kings 
Automall Porsche.  Steve May will be 
contacted to further discuss his idea of 
giving kids rides at a Hospital in Dayton.

New Business: A request was made to 
donate $500 to the charity choice of the 
friend of John Meyer who passed away at 
Roebling Road recently.  

Walter Chin and Mark Wilson discussed 
and invited all to the 2018 Red Brick 
Reunion in Oxford, OH. Kurt Niemeyer 

shamelessly plugged the driving event 
scheduled on April 14th touring Clermont 
and Adams Counties.

Motion to adjourn:  Mike Valentine 
made the motion to adjourn and it was 
seconded by Grant Karnes.

Next meeting: at Firehouse Grill, Blue 
Ash, OH on March 13th at 7pm.  Meet at 
6:00pm if you want to have dinner and 
camaraderie before the meeting.

Respectfully submitted by Herb Beck,
Acting OVR Secretary
hb45040@gmail.com
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	 					Around the Zone
Lori Schutz
Zone 4 Representative

40+ Years OVR/PCA Member

Ohio Valley Region

Ohio Valley Region/PCA
Membership Totals
As of February 1, 2018

Primary Members:   907
Associate Members:   529
TOTAL Membership:    1436

New Members:                   7 
Transfer-In Members:         0

Welcome Our New Members
Andrew Carraher Centerville, OH 
2007 Cayman
Andy Held Cincinnati, OH 
1986 928S 
David Elson Cincinnati, OH 
2010 Panamera 4S 
Richard Herndon Cincinnati, OH 
2016 Macan S 
Robert Etherington    Mason, OH 
2011 Cayenne 
Ryaan Ibtisam     Oxford, OH 
2004 Cayenne S 
Thomas Zimmerman Cincinnati, OH  
na 

Transfer(s) none

March Anniversaries:

25 Years or More
David Gardner Hudson, OH 3/1/79
Dan Puchalski Lexington, KY 3/1/80
William James Cincinnati, OH 3/1/87
Dan Deitz Dayton, OH 3/1/88
Mike Leahy Cincinnati, OH 3/1/88
Dave Raum Dayton, OH 3/1/88
Rick Graeff Spring Valley, OH 3/1/89
James Briggs Cincinnati, OH 3/1/90
Stan Yarrish Cincinnati, OH 3/1/92

20 Years - March 1998
James Hopgood Independence, KY

15 Years - March 2003
Manny Chopra Mason, OH
Robert Shifflett Loveland, OH

10 Years - March 2008
Robert Ringgenberg Cincinnati, OH
Dan Tracey    Cincinnati, OH

5 Years - March 2013
Holly Benza Loveland, OH
Brian Hoeweler Cincinnati, OH

TO CHANGE YOUR REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

PCA members may update their contact or registration 

information on-line at www.pca.org.   PCA will process 

the change and will update the national database.  

That database is used by PCA National and by the 

Local Region to send informative emails announcing 

local, regional, national and international events.  

Updating contact or registration information may also 

be accomplished by calling the PCA National Office at 

410-381-0911, or by mailing changes to; PCA National 

Headquarters, P.O. Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21045.  If 

you have any questions feel free to contact the Ohio 

Valley Region Membership Chairman, Steve Schultz, at 

sschultz993@gmail.com.

TO LOG ON TO PCA.ORG: Your initial PCA log-in 

ID is: your first initial, last name, and the last 4-digits 

of your membership number, i.e. Sonny Jurgensen 

member number 196400009 would log in as:  

SJurgensen0009.

Have You Met . . .

Mark Thielking’s 

father owned a 

Volkswagon Beetle 

and a Corvair Corsa,   

so Mark has always 

been partial to 

opposed, air cooled engines.  

In the early 2000’s, a good friend of Mark’s 

worked for Wheel Source and made it 

possible for him to run their events at the 

employee price.  He participated in DE’s 

and Autocrosses.  Mark had been aware 

that there was a Porsche Club in the area, 

but other than John Wright and Gary 

Nichols, he did not know anyone else who 

knew much about the marque.  When he 

purchased his Porsche, he got in touch 

with Gary who let him know where the 

meetings were held and who to contact for 

more information.  He has been a member 

for 2 1/2 years.

Mark owns a 1985 911 Carrera, his first and 

only Porsche.  His dream car would be a 

904.  Mark and his wife Frooz are regular 

attendees at the monthly OVR meetings.  

In addition, they participate in tours, social 

events, autocross and tech events.

 MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
Steve Schultz, OVR Membership

RZ

Greetings Zone 4 - You will be glad to know that I passed the PCA 
University 101 training at the Winter Board Meeting held in Baltimore MD 
in early February.  This is a ½ day session for new zone reps and other PCA 
national officials.  The rest of the day was spent with the other 13 zone reps 
planning our strategy for the year.  This continued through the following 
day and then after lunch was the actual Winter Board Meeting with the 
Executive Council (EC) and chair reports.  

National Awards are really an important way to define your region.  Please 
be sure to submit your entries for the Web site contest and Newsletter 
Contest coming up. The awards will be presented during the Porsche 
Parade at Lake of the Ozarks this summer.  

WMR Winterfest – I had the pleasure of attending the Western Michigan 
Region Winterfest banquet in February.  Among other fun activities and 
presentations, they had a live auction for Porsche specialty items such as 

books and clothing and raised over $3,000 for their charity.   Way to go!

Wow, we have a lot going on!  I didn’t realize that PCA National now manages 
several events!  In addition to Parade, there are 2 Werks Reunions, 2 Tech 
Tactics, 2 Treffens, and gee what else – oh yeah – the Mid Ohio IMSA 
PorschePlatz and Detroit Grand Prix Porsche Car Corral in our Zone! 
 
2018 Porsche Parade - http://2018parade.pca.org/ - Are you registered?  
Nearly 100 of our members have already registered - a great showing for 
Zone 4.  Key dates to keep in mind: 

April 2nd – Phase 2 when you get to register for the actual events at Parade 
such as banquets, tours and other activities.  In preparation, please study 
the Phase 2 tutorial when it is published to prepare for the registration 
process.  

July 9th – Zone 4 Party at Parade – 5:00 – 6:30 pm – location to be 
announced.  We already have sponsorship for T-shirts, Commemorative 
Glassware, and door prizes – so please plan to attend if you are going to 
Parade. 

And, to add to my fun, I have accepted a chair position for the 2018 
Porsche Parade -  I am also the Parade Historic Car Display Chair.  My 
request to you – if you know of someone with an historically significant 
Porsche, specifically from the Schutz Era - 1981 – 1987, please send them 
my contact information, or have them contact me.  We want to build the 
best display ever!  

Topic for next month’s article - the report from the 
Amelia Island Concours!  Two of my favorite people: 
Derek Bell - Porsche Race Driver,  and Ray Shaffer 
from the Porsche Experience Center in Atlanta - 
among others will also be attending!
  
I look forward to seeing all of you soon at a Region event.  I just may 
surprise you! 

Lori 
Zone4Rep@national.pca,.org 

Here’s a few of the Zone 
Reps getting ready to head 

out for a trip to the PCA 
headquarters. L-R: yours 

truly (Zone 4), Sandy Provasi 
(Zone7), Dina McDonald 

(Zone14), Rose Ann Novotnak 
(Zone2), and Dave Witteried 

(Zone8).  

A new wing of the PCA Headquarters office was dedicated on Saturday night – our 
Executive Council – Caren, Tom, Cindy, Aaron and Executive Director Vu ‘cut the 
ribbon’ to open it to the public. 
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Unfortunately due to higher costs to 
rent the track, we have raised our 2 
day student rate by $20 to $375, and 
our 3 day rate for advanced drivers 
by $10 to $495. All instructor rates 
will stay the same. To help offset 
these rate increases OVR is buying 
an extra hour of run time for Saturday 
which will be distributed among all run 
groups.  

Please note that those who had 
rented the garages for the same event 
the previous years have first rights on 
them.  If you have not rented before 
please send the registrar an email 
requesting to be put on the wait list.

We once again have secured great 
rates with our hotel partner the Quality 
Inn and Comfort Inn for $97 per night 
for either a King or a Double.  Just 
mention OVR to get these great rates.

Two important changes in 
clubregistration.net will be in place 
beginning this year: 

1. When you register you must pay 
within 7 days or your registration will 
be auto cancelled. You will then have 
to contact the registrar to have your 
registration status changed. You will 
receive nightly emails explaining this if 
not paid, until auto-cancelled.

2. Per Mid-Ohio no duplicate car 
numbers will be allowed unless the 
car is being shared by 2 drivers. 
Whoever registers and pays first has 
that car number if the car is not being 
shared.

As in the past, those who register for 
the event less than 30 days before the 
event will pay an extra $50 registration 
fee. 

So we encourage everybody to 
register and pay as soon as possible 
to both secure your preferred car 
number and to avoid this $50 charge.

OVR has been hosting driver 
education events at Mid- Ohio for 
over 25 years. Our events are known 
for safety first and fun second. Our 
events have been selling out for years 
and we encourage you to register 
and pay early to secure your place 
and car number. We always welcome 
new drivers and I would be more than 
happy to explain our procedures over 
the phone. 

Registration for this event is now 
open. Thank you and please let me 
know of any questions.

Dennis Okin / OVR DE Chair
dennisokin@fuse.net
513-300-5076

Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course June 8-10 I October 5-7, 2018 

2018 
Ohio Valley Region

Drivers’ Education Events

words Dennis Okin
photo Jack Shultz
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The Ohio Valley Region / Porsche Club 

of America will have three autocross sessions 

in 2018 on Saturday mornings starting at 

8:00 am.  Racing will be held at Kentucky 

Speedway, 4760 Sparta Pike, Sparta, KY 

41086, I-71 exit 57.  Registration is now open at 

ClubRegistration.net

For those new to the sport, autocross is a fun 

and exciting way to drive your vehicle on a 

small track against the clock, plus we have 

instructors.  Drivers will maneuver around a 

cone-lined course with sharp curves, slaloms, 

straightaways and tight handling situations.  All 

of this is accomplished in a safe and controlled 

environment with one driver on course at a time.  

Safety is the primary focus at an autocross. 

There are a few changes for the 2018 

season:  an earlier start time of 8:00 am 

and the entry fee is just $45 per driver.  

Awards are given for Fastest Time in 

Class, Fastest Time of the Day and, 

at the annual meeting, year end 

champions and other prizes.

 

Startup time on race day will 

be 8:00 am, with registration, tech 

inspections, track walk, morning briefing and 

lunch break 

during corner worker time.  This schedule 

should allow us to wrap everything up by 2:00 

pm.  Yes, we will have un-timed fun runs after 

2:00 pm for anyone who wants to extend their 

day.  There will be a new course layout that 

proves to be more challenging and longer than 

our 2017 season course.

Autocross is an inexpensive way to gather with 

like-minded people, push your driving limits, 

learn about safe handling in your vehicle and 

have fun. The events are open to drivers with a 

valid driver’s license, Porsche not required.  We 

are hoping for more participation from other 

car clubs in the surrounding area so feel free to 

invite your friends and family.  All manufacturers 

are welcome!  Last year we had some very 

fast cars including Datsuns, Miatas, Corvettes, 

Mercedes, Camaros, VWs, and Scions.

  

Be on the lookout for more articles about OVR 

Autocrosses in upcoming issues of The Bent 

Pylon.  If you’re interested in autocross and 

have questions, please contact: 

Bill Kief at HighSpeeDriving@

gmail.com

But wait, there’s 

more... the Cincinnati 

Region, SCCA will be holding 

their 2018 autocross series 

in the west parking lot of Trader’s 

World, I-75 and Rt 63. Their schedule is: April 

8 (fun event), April 22*, May 20*, June 23 (Test 

and Tune), June 24*, July 22*, August 19*, 

September 16* and October 28*. 

*Denotes points event

... sharp curves, slaloms, 
straightaways and tight 
handling situations

8:8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Saturday, June 11
Saturday, July 28

Saturday, August 27

Kentucky Speedway
4760 Sparta Pike
Sparta, KY 41086

I-71 Exit 57

Event Chairman
Bill Kief

HighSpeedDriving@gmail.com

Bill Kief
Autocross Chairman

Performance Alignment Moves To New Facility       
                                                                             Expands Capabilities And Services

PERFORMANCE
ALIGNMENT 
AND AUTO SERVICE
513-489-8500

PERFORMANCE
ALIGNMENT 
AND AUTO SERVICE
513-489-8500

The best suspension, brake, and tire shop in town!

Check out our new expanded location: 11359 Mosteller Road
Street cars • Track cars

SUVs • Daily Drivers
Race Cars • Sports Cars
Exotics • Muscle Cars
Suspension • Brakes

Tires • Upgrades

Driving Season is finally here– is your Porsche ready?

SHARON

KEMPER

M
O
ST
EL
LE
R

A fter years of planning, the well-known suspension experts at 
Performance Alignment have moved to a larger and much 
improved facility. According to owner Bill Braucksick, “Our growth 

was always held back by our small, cramped space. Finally, we’ve got the 
room we need, in a modern building with new and upgraded equipment.”

The new location opened late last year, and in 
Braucksick’s view, is about 90% done. “We’re still 
getting used to having enough space,” he joked. 
Ultimately there will be a customer lobby at the 
front of the building, but for the time being the 
entrance is on the side, shared with a race engine 
builder who leases a small spot in the building.

Braucksick’s expertise goes back many decades, and includes experience 
as successful SCCA racer and crew member on IMSA, Trans-Am, Can-Am, 
and F1, and multiple years with the Audi race team at Le Mans. If you have 
a suspension question, Bill and company have the answer.

Local club members often choose Performance Alignment for wheel, 
tire, suspension, and brake upgrades and maintenance. The author has 
used them religiously for tires (they are a Tire Rack preferred installer) 
and suspension work on modern Porsche, BMW, Audi and Lotus street 
and track cars, plus a vintage MG, and even had them upgrade a 1965 
Mustang to disc brakes and modern suspension.

And they’re more than a suspension shop. From general service on your 
daily driver by an ASE–certified Master Technician to building the ultimate 
track car, Performance Alignment can be your partner. Check out their new 
place!

The spacious new Performance Alignment facility has additional service bays, plus new tire mounting, 
balancing, and alignment equipment.

words and photos 
Paul Allen
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Saturday April 14, 2018 marks the sixth annual 

Spring Classic Driving Tour and the fifth year of 

involvement by the Ohio Valley Region Porsche 

Club of America.  The Spring Classic Driving 

Tour is a fund raiser for various charities; the 

OVR PCA supports two worthy organizations, 

Parkinson’s Wellness and Support http://

parkinsoncincinnati.org/, and the Children’s 

Tumor Foundation http://www.ctf.org/. 

 

OVR PCA members have been prolific 

supporters of this scenic driving tour that 

traverses the Ridges and Valleys of Southern 

Ohio at a most spectacular time of year. With 

many of us keeping our machines off the road 

during the rigorous winter months when roads 

are heavily salted and filled with slush and pot 

holes, the Spring Classic offers the chance 

to get back behind the wheel and shake out 

the cobwebs and support some good causes.  

The route is lined with lush spring vegetation, 

blooming flowers, bushes and budding trees, 

following along creeks and rivers. 

The route takes us from the eastern Cincinnati 

suburb of Amelia, east through Brown County 

into Adams County, winding along the twisting 

Porsche-perfect roads that remind you why you 

bought a fine sportscar.  The roads allow you 

to enjoy all the systems and exemplary German 

Engineering of your Porsche such as the 

engine, transmission, suspension, steering and 

brakes.  Acceleration and braking performance 

can be explored, directional changes will 

engage the various suspension and steering 

components.

Stops along the way include Miller’s Wheat 

Ridge Market, home to the largest collection 

of Amish goods and goodies in southern 

Ohio.  A stop in the bakery offers delicious 

pies, cakes, breads, cookies and other tasty 

morsels that excite your taste buds!  You can 

grab a quick sandwich in the deli or gather up 

some delicacies to take home for later snacking 

pleasure.  The furniture and crafts sections offer 

unique and delightful pieces that enhance your 

style such as hand woven baskets, furniture 

and decorative pieces.

A second stop at a historical site will offer 

insight into the local history of Adams County 

and the role it has played in the American Story. 

Peppered with Underground Railroad Stations 

of the Civil War Era, Ancient Earthworks 

constructed by the first inhabitants and 

Colonial Era buildings and structures. The 

pace is comfortable and the stops planned to 

entertain, amuse and offer timely relief in the 

midst of fabulous scenery and challenging 

driving roads.  The Spring Classic Driving Tour 

offers something for everyone, the hardcore 

car enthusiast and those that enjoy other 

diversions.

The day starts with “Coffee & Queue Up” 

from 8 am – 10 am at the American Modern 

Insurance Group campus, 7000 Midland Blvd, 

Amelia Ohio 45102.  Waivers will need to be 

signed by participants, drivers, navigators and 

passengers. The entry fee is a donation to the 

Charities the OVR PCA is supporting with this 

event. A short safety meeting will occur at 9:45 

am and the first car out will be at 10 am.  The 

OVR PCA will be dispatched in groups of ten 

or so cars at a time to avoid congestion as we 

make the quick trip into the more rural settings 

that will dominate the day.  

Approximately 90 minutes later we will take 

a break at Miller’s Wheat Ridge Market for an 

hour or so to stretch and eat some pie!  The 

second leg will take us through some of the 

most scenic country available before another 

opportunity to stop, stretch and engage your 

brain.  The third leg will bring you back towards 

the west along the Ohio River to the quaint 

riverfront village of New Richmond, where Front 

Street will be blocked off to allow you to park 

and enjoy the Village.  The Restaurants and 

Pubs will be open, some with live music, the 

antiques stores and walking tours of the historic 

sites within the village will cap your day in style.

This easy going day of fun with your car will 

get you into the mood for more Porsche fun 

at the various driving tours, Cars & Coffee, 

Driver’s Education dates at Mid-Ohio and 

the Autocrosses scheduled throughout the 

summer.  To Gas it & Go on this fabulous 

driving adventure send an email to info@

springclassicdrivingtour.org, give me your name 

and what you will be driving so I can print the 

correct number of route instructions. 

I do need several people to volunteer to lead 

packs of cars, we keep these groups small 

to avoid congestion and stunted driving for 

the safety and fun of all of us.  Registrars and 

marshals are needed also.  If you can help, 

send me an email, it is very much appreciated.  

info@springclassicdrivingtour.org.  

More information on the event is available at: 

www.springclassicdrivngtour.org.

Thanks in advance for coming out to join the 

fun and supporting these worthy causes.

See you on the road, in a Porsche!

To register go to :
www.springclassicdrivngtour.org.

words Kurt Niemeyer
photos Jeff Loewe

      
Classic 
Tour VI

 Spring 

Hopefully after you attend this tech 
session, things will be less confusing 
for you. The session will be held 
Saturday, April 7, 2018 at thyssenkrupp 
Bilstein of America, Inc., 8685 Bilstein 
Blvd., Hamilton, OH 45015 from 10am 
till noon. 

Bilstein has graciously offered to host an 
OVR Tech Session at their headquarters 
which includes manufacturing and a 
R&D center in Hamilton Ohio. Bilstein 
has been associated with Porsche 
from the early air cooled days to the 
present. More recently Bilstein has 
been the OEM damper supplier for the 
Porsche 991, 993, 996, Turbos, as well 
as most Panamaras and Cayennes 
with adjustable dampers in addition to 
many other high end vehicles.

The OVR Tech Session will include a 
tour of their manufacturing facility and 
the R&D department. We will be talking 
about the history of the dampers as 
well as the function and  technology 

of the internal design. How magnetic 
fluid is used to change the damping 
characteristics of the shock for 
instance, will also be disscussed.

Interesting fact: In the testing facility 
the shocks are tested to the point of 
destruction and then disassembled 
to examine the wear to improve the 
longevity. 

This should be extremely interesting 
and informative. You might even 
become more knowledgeable than 
Carroll Smith. There will also be some 
giveaways.

Those interested in attending please 
sign up in clubregistration.net. There 
isn’t a restriction on the number of 
attendees but we would like to have 
an idea of how many people will be 
attending.

Place: thyssenkrupp Bilstein of 
America, Inc. 8685 Bilstein Blvd., 
Hamilton, OH 45015
When: April 7th
Time: 10:00 to 12:00

R e g i s t e r : c l u b re g i s t r a t i o n . n e t 
Questions: Rich Rosenberg, rjrol@aol.
com, 513-317-7911

“Sometimes I think I 
would have enjoyed 

racing more in the 
days of the friction 
damper. Since you 

couldn’t do anything 
much to them or with 

them.  I would have 
spent a lot less time 
being confused.” – 

Carroll Smith

                    Rich Rosenberg
TECH SESSION

BILSTEIN Shocks



441 Vine Street, Suite 3700
Cincinnati, OH 45202
513.621.2666
ajstatman@statmanharris.com
www.statmanaharris.com
Experience. Determination. Results.

Alan J. Statman, Esq.

Multimillion Dollar Advocates Forum
Million Dollar Advocates Forum
The Top Trial Lawyers in America™

Statman
Harris & 
Eyrich LLC

BentPylon16 BentPylon 17

2017 Driver Line Up: Patrick Long, Jorg Bergmeister, Mark Lieb, Jan Heylen

U L T I M A T E  A U T O M O T I V E  S T O R A G E

PREFERENCE PROVIDED FOR 

PORSCHE OF THE VILLAGE CUSTOMERS.

For more information, contact Damon Warner at 

513.624.1117 or DWarner@PorscheOfTheVillage.com

Protect your vehicles, tires and wheels with 43,000 sq. ft of secure, indoor storage that’s second to none.

• Temperature-controlled, ventilated building

• Discreet location—facility closed to visitors

• Monitored fire-suppression sprinkler system

• Building monitored with 24-hour digital 

surveillance and security system

• Fully insulated indoor storage to protect paint 

from oxidation and interior from sun damage

• Additional services available, including vehicle 

pickup and on-site detailing

Ohio Valley Region Porsche Club of America
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The IMSA season in the 1970’s always started with the two 

toughest races on the schedule anywhere. The Daytona 24 hours 

and Sebring 12 hours. Daytona was tough because back then there 

was no chicane, and more the 50% of the race was in darkness. 

The traffic was very difficult, as in the old days they would start 

upwards of 80 cars on the 3.84- mile oval/ infield circuit. Bob 

Wollek once told me he viewed Daytona as much more difficult 

than LeMans, just because of the traffic.  

Sebring back in the l1970’s was also very tough. This course was 

built using old airport runways from the second world war. The 

airfield was a training base for the B17 bomber in the 1940’s. It 

seemed the facilities had not been changed much since then. 

The circuit was very bumpy, notoriously bad on suspensions 

and gearboxes. Facilities for crews and spectators were minimal. 

Routinely 75,000+ spectators would show up, camp out, and have 

one big party.

Daytona had not gone well for the Dick Barbour Team. We had 

run two cars, and both had fallen out with engine failure. It turned 

out we had some faulty boost gauges that were miss reading the 

actual boost. 1.15 indicated on the gauge turned out to be 1.35 or 

some such, so both engines failed before the 24- hour distance.

For Sebring, we re- doubled our efforts. Three cars were entered.  

The #6 car (our main car) was 930 890 0024. This car had been 

new at LeMans in 1978 

and was a factory built 

935-78 (935-77A).It was 

driven by Dick Barbour, 

Rolf Stommelen and Rick 

Mears. Paul Newman (who 

had driven at Daytona) 

was making a movie so 

he was replaced by Rick 

Mears. The team had a 

good history with Rick, as 

he had driven a Garretson built Porsche Buggy to win the Pikes 

Peak Hill climb in 1976. He was a great racer and really got along 

well with the team. He would go on to further greatness winning 

the Indianapolis 500 four times, as well as multiple Indy car 

championships with Roger Penske.

The second car was 930 

770 0910 (#9), was driven 

by Bob Akin, Roy Woods, 

and Rob McFarlin.  This car 

was a 935-77 that Dick had 

bought from Otis Chandler 

and Jim Busby early in 1979, and this was the first race for this car 

with the team.

The 3rd car (no photo available) entered was actually our updated 

934 ½ to be driven by Bob Garretson (our team manager), Gary 

Belcher and Bob Bondurant (of Ford Cobra Fame in the 1960’s). It 

was 930 770 0959 (#3).

Dick Barbour always liked to follow the “Tortoise and Hare” 

strategy. He would choose one car to be the hare, and run towards 

the front. The other(s) were to circulate at a more sedate pace, 

keeping relative pace, but not taking any chances, to make sure 

they would finish. This strategy had worked to perfection the 

previous year at Sebring, when the “hare car”, with Dick, Rolf 

Stommelen and Manfred Schurti had issues and dropped out, and 

the tortoise car with Bob Garretson, Brian Redman and Charles 

Mendez (the race promoter), won the race. In this instance (1979), 

Dick’s #6 car would be the “hare”.  This was probably for the best, 

as Rolf Stommelen was not the kind of guy who would be a good 

tortoise! Rolf was one of the best guys around, for sure one of 

the top 935 men there were at that time.  He would always “fiddle 

with stuff”.  That is, constantly looking for changes to be made to 

The Tortoise 
comes thru – 
Sebring 1979

...the Tortoise had proven to be faster than the Hare once again...

>>>

words and photos 
Martin Raffauf

Reprinted with permission from
Martin Raffauf and Glen Smale/

porscheroadandrace.com

Stommelen and Mears in discussion 
ahead of the 1979 Sebring race.

The 1979 Sebring winning car, the #9, 935-77 (chassis #930-770-0910) driven by Bob Aikn, Roy Woods and Rob McFarlin. 
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the car to make improvements.  He would 

always go quicker, so we did not seem to 

mind the extra work too much.

Competition in IMSA in the late 70’s 

was tough. A lot of teams had the latest 

equipment from Porsche. Porsche was 

good about that. Anyone could buy one, 

get the latest engines and parts and run at 

the front. Porsche provided a parts truck at 

all the races and a factory representative 

(Peter Schmitz in 1979) for technical 

support. The competition in 935’s included, 

Peter Gregg, The Whittington Brothers, 

Interscope (Ted Field), Preston Henn, 

Gianpiero Moretti, John Paul, Al Holbert 

and a few others. There were also many 

Carrera RSR’s and 911 GTU cars making 

up the lower classes. A total of 84 cars 

practiced and 72 qualified and started. So 

once again, it would be a 12- hour traffic 

jam.

Rolf qualified the #6 car on the pole 

almost 2 seconds faster than Peter Gregg. 

The other two cars qualified 7th and 9th. 

Qualifying back then was not that big of a 

deal, as a lot would happen with over 70 

cars starting. Getting to the finish without 

damage or major problems was the key.

The race went well early. Rolf ran towards 

the front with Peter Gregg and Al Holbert. 

After about 2 hours in the lead, Gregg’s car 

had the engine fail. However, after a few 

hours, the #6 car had a long pit stop to fix 

a brake issue. The 935 used aluminum 917 

type pedals with a small steel tube pressed 

in behind the brake pedal used to adjust 

brake balance. The tube had worked its 

way out and jammed the brake balance 

bar which caused the brake pedal to be 

stuck down and not return properly. A 

freak problem for sure. Greg Eliff, the chief 

mechanic on that car had to crawl in there 

and effect a repair working in the pedal 

cluster – not an easy job at all. He rigged 

a temporary fix by using two hose clamps 

to center the tube. Luckily this held for the 

rest of the race, but would need a complete 

overhaul afterwards. As this was certainly 

an uncommon issue, Peter Schmitz from 

Porsche even climbed in to direct the 

mechanics on what needed to be done. 

Rolf Stommelen was a hard user of the 

brakes, which might have had something 

to do with it. But he went fast! This cost us 

several laps on that car.  The Holbert/ Paul 

935 then led to the 8- hour mark at which 

point their transmission broke.  This was a 

common problem at Sebring. Due to the 

bumpiness of the track the transmission 

took a real pounding.

 

The #3 and #9 cars circulated at their pace, 

and had very little issues. The Garretson, 

Belcher, Bondurant car (#3) as I recall 

had one minor problem with the door 

coming open. Some work was done, and 

Belcher sent back out. He came in again 

immediately, opened the door and said, 

“Hey, I need some warranty work, it’s still 

not right”.  So, that car lost a few laps to 

the team car of Akin, McFarlin, and Woods.  

Once the brakes were repaired the #6 car 

was flying. Rolf set the fastest lap of the 

race trying to catch up. Rolf, Rick and Dick 

Barbour drove as hard as they could to 

catch up, and at the end came 4th right 

behind the Garretson, Belcher, Bondurant 

car which was 3rd.  The Akin, McFarlin, 

Woods car ran faultlessly and won by a 

lap over Brian Redman, Charles Mendez,  

and Paul Miller who were in the Busch 

935, entered by Charles Mendez, the race 

promoter, who earlier had their own braking 

issues as well. Both Brian and Charles had 

driven with us in the winning car in 1978, so 

it was kind of bittersweet for them.

The team had won its 2nd Sebring in a 

row, and the Tortoise had proven to be 

faster than the Hare once again at Sebring.  

Charles Mendez was a good sport about 

it, and hosted the whole Dick Barbour 

team to brunch on Sunday morning (the 

Sebring race is always on Saturday) at the 

Sun and Lakes Estates Pool in Sebring. 

The local newspaper headlines read, 

Barbour Porsches take 1st, 3rd and 4th. 

It was a nice headline………. And Charles 

Mendez’s breakfast tasted pretty good too!
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Rolf Stommelen waits to get into the #6 during 
a pit stop.

Bruce Anderson and Jerry Woods work on the 
engine of the #6 car during practice.

EDITOR’S NOTE: A special “Thank You” 
to both Marty Raffauf and Glen Smale for 
allowing the Bent Pylon to reprint the above 
article.  The article originally appeared on 
the Porsche Road and Race website – 
www.porscheroadandrace.com.

If you are not already familiar with this 
website I encourage you to check it out.  It 
contains just about everything and anything 
Porsche, including some great historic 
racing articles.

On The 
Road 

Again...
We’re 

going to 
Daytona!!!

I
t’s late January in beautiful Cincinnati, Ohio. We’ve had several snowfalls and it has been 

bitterly cold.  The flu virus has infected every district and in many cases, kids haven’t been in 

school a week since Christmas break. In between the bone chilling cold, God saw fit to torment 

us with a few days above freezing. It is in those days that a few of the brave can no longer ignore 

the siren call. Almost mindlessly they go to their garages, pull the blankets off, maybe start the 

apples of their eyes, perhaps drive them around for 20 minutes, only to wipe them down and put 

them back into winter hibernation.

Others, too paranoid about salt on the roads, sit in their garages wistfully pulling the covers off 

their beloved cars, turn on the heater and just sit there with a bourbon in hand praying that the 

groundhog doesn’t see his shadow.

“I strip away the old debris  / That hides a shining car / A brilliant Red Barchetta  / From a better 

vanished time / I fire up the willing engine / Responding with a roar /  Tires spitting gravel / I commit 

my weekly crime.”    Rush: Red Barchetta.

Then quite suddenly, the text message with pictures arrives from Jay.  The tickets just arrived. The 

sky parts, the sun is shining. I haven’t laughed this hard since Christmas morning. We’re going to 

Daytona!

To be fair we knew this was coming. Planning started in the summer. Flights had been located 

and were ready to be booked, but we couldn’t pull that trigger until the big hurdle was dealt with - 

scoring the Porsche Hospitality passes.  These are very limited, and sell out in hours. Without them 

The Rolex 24 by any standard, is one 
of the greatest races in the world. The 
3-day weekend kicks off the sportscar 
racing season with as much class, 
flair and excitement as anything seen 
in Europe.

The 5 Hombres - formely the 3 Amigos -  packed their bags and headed for the 24 Hours of Daytona.
L-R Don Shaw, Jay Joyner, Michael Herald, Don Gamble and your truly.

>>>

words and photos 
Jeff Clark
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someone doesn’t go. The task fell to Jay Joyner.  He was commissioned 

to sit in front of his computer until the site came on line and buy 

5 passes at once. Not a big deal, but wait an hour and you’re out.                                                                                                                                             

                 

At 4:00 am Friday, January 26th my alarm goes off. I’ve been up since 3, 

made coffee, checked my bags and texted Mike Herald about 35 times. 

My phone lights up with texts from Jay, Don Gamble and Don Shaw.  

Everyone’s on the move.

My wife is up. She is normally out training this time of day, but this 

morning it’s time to mock my Christmas- morning- hyper-caffeinated 

inability to sit still. I wait for Herald to text back that he’s up and ready 

to go.  The mighty Tiguan has been warmed and my bags are thrown 

in the back. I kiss my wife and kid goodbye and tear off through my 

neighborhood to Mikes’ house.  We’re going to Daytona!

 

Airports: Why God? Why?

CVG at 5:30 am is an odd place if you don’t travel all the time. It’s busy 

but quiet. People are moving around, but no one appears bleary-eyed, 

even at this hour. The Ph.D. candidates commonly called TSA are there 

waiting to give you a good morning grope. So, you’ve got that going for 

you, which is nice. As luck would have it I get to be TSA’d by a woman 

who clearly hates her job, hates people, hates her life and gives me the 

look that says “brace your feet, you’re gonna feel some pressure”.

Moving along. .  We fly Delta. I’m about to take a pithy jab at Delta, so sit 

tight.  Delta Airlines is a massive conglomerate of failed airline companies 

based out of Atlanta, one of the busiest airports on our beloved planet. 

Delta runs cheery ads about service, “Fly the Friendly Skies!” Everybody 

is thrilled you’re here, especially my new girlfriend at TSA.  It’s all good tv. 

Delta however, won’t let one of their soviet era Aeroflot buses drunkenly 

stagger off the runway into the friendly skies until it is packed to the gills 

with human cargo. “is there any way we can get 6 more people in the 

seat next to Mr. Clark? Can we sit him and his new friends in front of the 

one working bathroom. That’d be great.” “Mr. Clark would you like some 

coffee filtered through a homeless guys’ sock or some water from this 

kids sippy cup?”

To my dear friends Don Gamble and Don Shaw in 1st class, my plight is 

preposterous folklore. They are having their feet rubbed, being served 

baked brie on croissants with perfectly chilled tequila, their seats covered 

in Alcantara. Mine is vinyl from a ‘63 Nash Rambler.  Ok I’m done.

Actually it’s a pretty uneventful 90 minutes to Orlando. I sat next to a 

wonderful father- daughter pairing who had won a weekend at the Pro-

Bowl from the Bengals. The family has been ticket holders since the 60s 

and were selected by the team to go on the Brown family’s tab. The dad 

hadn’t been on a plane in 40 years.  He used to be a disc jockey for a 

local jazz station that was on a barge on the river in the 70s through 90s. 

His daughter had recently moved back to Cincinnati from Massachusetts 

to work for an ad firm, I believe. Anyway, they were wonderful folks, hope 

they had a great time. 

I don’t travel a lot for business. Most of my clients are within driving 

distance of my Kenwood office, so heading into an airport that I see a 

couple of times a year is like seeing something shiny. The great thing 

about traveling with these guys is that they’ve done it a million times. 

Don Gamble is a Grand Poohbah at his company and his frequent flyer 

perks are measured in light years, not miles.  Don Shaw is in Brazil so 

often that he’s probably got another family there we don’t know about. 

Mike Herald, Ex-Cop and Security Expert is in a plane a dozen times a 

year keeping America safe from…stuff.  Only Jay and I travel less. Upon 

arrival, Gamble, typically a very easy-going guy, morphs into the Alpha. 

I commented to Mike once we got to the baggage area, “just follow 

Gamble, he tears through this place like he owns it.” I swear to God, 

waves of people part like the Red Sea when Don is focused. In mere 

minutes we’re in an SUV the size of city block, speed limits are for the 

unwashed and Don is insisting the radio be programmed to “decent” 

music,  “not the crap I’m currently listening to”.

Its is 75 degrees, blue sky, sun shining, Sweet Home Alabama is on the 

radio.  Glorious, fricking glorious!  We’ve determined that speed limits are 

for “little people.”  We’re from out of town and we don’t know your local 

rules. We make Daytona in record time.

Jay starts handing out the passes 

as the track comes into view. It 

is magnificent. On this morning 

Ferraris are out on the course.  The 

gentleman drivers take their cars 

and thrash them, and the sound is 

incredible. We’re not even parked 

and you can feel the sound.

Getting the hospitality passes really 

makes the trip here superior. You can 

have fun at Daytona, but to spend 

the three days on the infield in the heat or rain or whatever, can get trying.  

On the way to the Porsche suites I notice the Cadillac suite, the sign says 

“Cadillac, You’ve arrived”.  Alrighty.

Porsche spares no expense to make sure you are comfortable, well fed 

and happy. You are greeted by three wonderful girls all in red, white and 
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black Porsche gear, who check your IDs and badges, hand you a bag of 

Porsche swag, a handful of earplugs and send you on your merry way 

into one of the dining suites. You’re not being fed carny hot dogs, frozen 

burgers and bags of chips like the Cadillac guys who “arrived”. 

Top floor, center three suites hanging over the best view of the pits, the 

garages, the infield, the start finish line and positioned in such a way 

that you are seeing cars exit the pits to the track entry area and cars 

coming around 

at full throttle. 

TV monitors 

are hanging 

everywhere. 

Computer 

monitors feed 

massive amounts 

of information 

about the cars, 

drivers and track 

conditions in real 

time. It’s 75 and 

sunny, but up here 

there is a 30 mph 

wind blowing, so jackets go on and we grab trackside tables. The first 

day is about getting acclimated to the location. Cars and teams have 

been here for a couple of weeks and lines of RVs are arriving at the gates 

filling in the infield -  its electric!

Saturday January 27, 2018.

We arrive back at the track early morning. The actual 24hour race 

doesn’t start until around 2:30 in the afternoon. By 9 am it’s starting to 

warm up. You can smell barbeque smoking on the infield and folks are 

milling around the various manufacturer tents and buildings. Virtually 

every manufacturer represented at the race has a huge display  -  Audi, 

Mercedes, Mazda. Lexus, Porsche. Continental is the big tire sponsor 

so their display is huge. Around the bend, booths, stands and trailers full 

of car and race related t- shirts, racing suits, patches, hats - stuff you’d 

probably not be caught dead wearing in real life - is worn with pride and 

huge smiles.  It’s wonderful and infectious.

By 1:45 we are back at the suite. We’ve staked out our tables at the rail, 

our food and beverage at the ready and we’re watching the cars line up.   

The crowd that spent the morning clogging the pit area is dissipating, 

the interviews are over, then Chip Ganassi steps up to the mike and says 

“Gentlemen and Ladies, Start your engines.”

The sound is overwhelming; you feel it in your chest even though we’re 

a fair distance from the pit area. Some of these cars you can ID from the 

noise. The Corvettes are raucous, deep throated.  The Ford GTs sound 

like a pack of wolves. These cars would run within eyeshot of each 

other the entire race. The Porsches sound very smooth and dignified. 

Prototypes sound other worldly, like turbines driven by rocket fuel. The 

Italians - Ferrari and Lamborghini, have that unique Italian 12 cylinder 

supercar sound, but these are not 12 cylinder cars. Lexus is very high 

pitched as are the McLarens.

 We’ve developed an affection for Patrick Long, ( he’s my wife’s not-so-

secret crush) the only American ever to be a factory driver for Porsche. 

He’s a very likable 36-year-old guy, married to a Canadian and recently 

had his first kid. He’s got an intensity about him and at the same time 

an American approachability that makes him, well, cool.  We’ve met him 

several times at races and had the opportunity to hang out with his dad 

at Luftgekuhlt last year in California. Patrick is driving this year for local 

builder and owner John Wright of Wright Motorsports. He is running with 

Christina Neilson in her 4th season, Mathieu Jaminet and this guy, Robert 

Renauer, whom I would come to hate in about 15 minutes.

The cars roll out for the warm up and parade laps. No big deal, you know 

these guys are amped, but they keep it dialed in despite the quarts of 

adrenaline ripping through their bloodstreams. Don’t remember who the 

grand Marshall was and can’t remember the car they were driving but 

here’s what I do recall.  John Wright, owner of the team, brilliant Porsche 

guy, has brought to this event one of the most drop dead gorgeous cars 

he’s ever built, a Porsche 911 GT3 R. She’s got the Wright motorsports 

livery up the side of the car. It’s a beautiful thing, it’s perfect. This Porsche 

sounds like it wants to run you down and kill you. Every gear change 

will be flawless. The rear squats down like it needs to taste the tarmac, 

until parade lap and driver Robert Renauer. Now just to clarify I’m a fan, 

I own a couple of Porsches but I’m no John Wright. Do some reading on 

this guy, he’s got pedigree, he’s got experience, he’s an intense guy and 

of rarified air that has long forgotten more about Porsche then I will ever 

know. But Renauer? He looked like he was driving a mini van.

Maybe Robert saw a shiny balloon in the infield and was reminded of 

being in the park with his mommy or maybe he smelled the barbeque and 

lost focus. I don’t know, and I don’t care. All I know is John Wrights’ car, 

the car Patrick Long is supposed to win this race in, is wrecked before 

the tires are hot, by this guy. Whom I now hate.

The now injured car is limped back to the garage not to emerge for 

another 2 hours and 68 laps down.  A couple of things can happen here:

>>> >>>

The infield always has a great displaty of past 24 Hour 
participants and winners. Here is the winning Gregg/ 
Haywood Brumos Carrera from the 1973 race.

Vic Elford, Hurley Haywood and 
Patrick Long were on hand for 
questions, stories and autographs.
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1.  Every other car bursts into flames and DNFs 

leaving Patrick Long crossing the finish line 

alone in a blaze of cool California glory. A bit 

later a Mazda throws a tire, and a Ferrari pulls 

into the pits engulfed in flames. The Corvettes 

sound like they are choking on chunks of meat. 

So that’s working in our favor.

2.  The 911 has Star Trek-like warp engines that 

John has tucked in and we’re gonna drive this 

pig at 800 mph.   Whatever happens, mini-van-

driving Renauer is not involved. We are now 

less then an hour into this race.

Fast forward: Porsche factory cars are running 

very well, the Cadillacs had apparently “arrived” 

and are running fast and smooth with no 

mistakes. The Ford GTs, ridiculously beautiful 

machines, run together like pack animals 

running down prey. The Lexus’, Lamborghinis, 

Ferraris, Mazdas and Audis are all in great 

shape.  The run through the night was 

uneventful. It did rain for a few minutes, but the 

cars blazed on.

Sunday January 28, 2018

We got some sleep and arrived early. It was 

going to be warm; the rain threat that was 

expected to be 100% did not materialize.  Rain 

and wet tracks are where Porsches shine. The 

weight over the rear tires gives them traction 

and grunt when other front to rear or even 

mid to rear cars have issues. In rain we shine. 

It started to cloud over and it might have 

sprinkled enough to make fans run for cover but 

nothing like the downpour we expected and, 

dare I say, wanted?

About 1:30 Sunday afternoon all these people 

start showing up. I mean thousands who 

weren’t here 3 hours ago, they are everywhere 

and they all want our seats. We aren’t moving 

from these seats or this position, not for food, 

liquid - I’ll let my bladder explode, I’m not 

moving. So, crowd into me Mr. ”I swear to 

God I packed toothpaste but left it in my other 

suitcase” guy, you middle aged woman with a 

918 at home and so much Jean Nate’ on that 

I can no longer see the track from the burning 

in my eyes, you get yourself in here. You, lady 

that keeps coming over to borrow my phone 

battery charger, stay over there, your husband 

looks angry.

The Porsches are not in contention. However, 

the Wright Motorsports glorious 911 GT3 R 

finishes the race. This tells me the car was 

prepared brilliantly, managed brilliantly, driven 

brilliantly and if she had not been out for 2 

hours at the start, could easily have wrapped 

this up and Patrick Long would have been 

declared the winner, as God intended.

Nope, Cadillac was declared the winner. This 

did not go over well with the normally cerebral 

Don Shaw. It sent him into a hilarious fit of 

mocking Cadillac owners that had us doubled 

over with spastic laughter.

As we started to gather our things and head for 

the SUV, the sky darkened and it started to rain, 

it did not stop raining until we boarded our flight 

the next morning, bound for home. A great 

time was had by all, now fully prepared for next 

years’ trip!

Ohio Valley Region Porsche Club of America

Michael took the opprtunity to offer up some 
driving tips to Vic Elford ...

Add The OVR PCA Calendar To Your iPhone

1 - Open Settings
2 - Scroll down, go on 
Accounts & Passwords 3 - Go to Add Account

4 - Go to Other

5 - Go to Add 
Subscribed Calendar

7 - Click Save

8 - Notice that you now 
have a new account 
listed.

9 - Go back to the 
home screen and go to 
Calendar 10 - Go to Calendars

11 - Scroll down, check 
box next to OVR PCA, 
then click Done

12 - OVR events now 
appear on your calendar. 
Tap an event to see 
more details on the 
event.

13 - From the event details, you can do a variety of things:
    a - View detailed description of the event in Notes     
          section.
    b - Click on the event’s location address to open it in  
          Maps and get directions.
    c - Click Alert to set up a reminder for the event.
    d - For questions about the calendar or event(s), contact 
         ovrbentpylon@gmail.com

6 - Type, copy or paste:
calendar.google.
com/calendar/ical/
ovrbentpylon%40gmail.
com/public/basic.ics

Karah-Lyn Crihfield
OVR Webmaster



Ohio Valley Region

Porsche Hot Wheels & Matchbox Cars   
Assortment of New on-card and loose 
Porsche cars for sale.  Over 100 available.  
All are 1:64 scale and the loose cars are in 
like-new condition, having been displayed 
only.  Models include 911, GT2, GT3, RSR, 
GT1, 356, 928, 944, Boxster and Panamera.  
Pricing will depend on how many you buy.  
In Mason so you can pick up locally and 
avoid shipping costs.  Send an email and 
I’ll send you pics of everything so you can 
pick and choose what you’d like.  Contact 
Doug Edelbach: edelbachs@gmail.com    

Porsche 991 C4S Winter Tire and Wheels 
20” Factory 295/35/20 rears and 235/35/20 
fronts.  New Michelin Pilot Sport Alpin tires 
in February 2016 purchased by me at Tire 
Rack with warranty.  New Price $5700.  
Priced to sell at $4500.  These really 
transform the 991 when it gets cold and 
they are terrific snow tires as well.  Tires 
like new, wheels in excellent condition.  Will 
deliver within reasonable distance to be 
negotiated.  Contact Erik Koik,  erikkoik@
ctcn.net  or  937-244-8200   (

Aluminum Tire Rack for Trailex Trailers   
Custom made, well constructed aluminum 
tire rack made for 6’6”wide Trailex Trailers.  
Comes with mounting bolts.  (Trailex’s 
tire rack sells for $616)   Asking $440.   
Bellbrook, OH.   Contact John McKean   
johnsmckean@att.net   

2011 Porsche 911 Turbo S   Basalt Black 
with PDK.  Purchased at Porsche of the 
Village and CPO until March 2017.  51,000 
miles.  $78,000.  Contact Richard Jackson    
rj5620@gmail.com   
Porsche 912E Parts   Used original factory 
912E muffler.  Removed from my E years 
ago.  Very Good condition.  Asking  $650.    
Used 912E distributor.  Make offer.  Contact 
Tony Scheuer tony@fuse.net  or cell 
513-404-0903   (

Porsche Collectibles  Collection of die-
cast Porsches, mostly 1/18th scale and 
collectible Porsche hardbound books for 
sale.  Also a large collection of Ferrari die-
cast models in 1/8th, 1/12th and 1/18th 
scale, hardbound Ferrari books and 
periodicals. Contact Tony Scheuer  tony@
fuse.net or cell 513-404-0903   (2/17)

Complete set (4) Pirelli Sottozero Winter 
Performance Tires   (2) 295/30 R 19 rear 
tires mounted on 11J x 19 H2 5 spoke 
Porsche rims; (2) 235/35 R 19 front tires 
mounted on 8J x 19 H2 5 spoke Porsche 
rims.  Originally on 2006 997 Carrera 4S.  
Asking $1200. Contact blftjr@yahoo.com   

2006 Porsche 997 GT3 Factory Cup Car  
Raced in PCA and DE’s from 2007 to 2015.  
15 starts/11 podiums.  Engine refreshed 
by Porsche North America 2016 at 110 
hrs, ($35K).  6 speed sequential gearbox 
w/blipper – saves a lot of wear and tear 
on trans. Trans rebuilt with Porsche and 
KMP parts ($23K).  JRZ adjustable shocks.  
Upgraded suspension parts to 997 series 
2.  New rotors/pads, 2016.  Two DE hours 
as a shake down.  New paint/livery by Dan 
Porter.  Refurbished stock header and 
muffler comes with the car. Also includes 
pit cart with high and low regulators, tool 
box (empty) and 600lbs. torque wrench for 
center lock wheels. Available-New Pro Fab 
ultra (expensive) high-end header, polished 
straight pipe,  stainless steel exhaust ($7K).   
Maintained by Wright Motorsports from 
2007.  $140K   OBO. Greg Frese, 513-658-
9160 or Freseg@aol.com   

1997 Boxster, $9000.00. Maroon, 5 speed, 
107k miles, new top motor, all maintenance 
records, runs well, recently new tires.  
Contact Dave Wright, 513-793-4155 or 
bwright1944@outlook.com

968/944 Chrome DP 3 Piece Wheels,  
with Yokohama ADVAN A048 tires. Tires 
have about 10 autocrosses on them. 
Fronts: 205/55/ZR16. Rears: 225/50/ZR16. 
Chrome on wheels is flaky.  Contact Rolf at: 
rolfh@att.net, 513-271-5003.

Garage, approximately 4800 square feet 
with two 16’ drive-in doors. Great for a 
car collection or a large shop. All block 
building with concrete roof and 14’ ceilings. 
Location is 1280 Rt 28 in Milford with an 
easement onto Branch Hill-Guinea Pike. 
Property is just under one acre. Last used 
as an auto body shop. Asking price is
$350,000. Contact Dan Hueber at: 
dan@innerwood.com.

Porsche Club of America
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Presented By
Diehl Insurance

Roads Are Specialty
 Vehicle Friendly.

Kurt Niemeyer
ktrg65@gmail.com

Registration:
springclassicdrivingtour.org

Saturday, April 14
Tour Starts From

The American Modern 
Insurance Campus
7000 Midland Blvd.
Amelia Ohio 45102

8-10 am
Live and Play Cincinnati

Coffee and Que Up

9:45 am
Driver/Navigator 
Safety Meeting

10:00 am
OVR/PCA Leads Off
The European Auto 

Specialists Driving Tour

Tour Ends With 
A Cruise-In

New Richmond, Ohio



Porsche Club Members receive a special 10% discount on parts and labor. 
Call us for an appointment and one of our Porsche Certified 

Technicians will inspect your Porsche with care.

Joseph 
Porsche

Kings
Automall

Performance Equipment
Sales, Service and Parts
Delivery Anywhere, Track/Tech Inspection Center
513-851-5900 (fax 513-851-4024)
9847 Kings Automall Dr., Cincinnati, Ohio 45249
www.porscheofkingsautomall.com / email:  bill@porscheofkingsautomall.com
Service Department Hours M-F 7:30 AM to 6:00 PM, Evening Drop Anytime
Sales Department Hours M-T 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM, F-SAT 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM, SUN 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM  

Steve Schultz
Ohio Valley Region
Porsche Club of America
1375 Soaring Heights Drive
Dayton OH 45440


