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EDITOR'S COLUMN

GRANT KARNES
Interim Editor

and Past President

"Why can't I use a 9?  Who made 
up that rule?  Let's try something 

different!  Are you with me?"

Sometimes, I have a strong desire to turn 
convention upside down and look at things from 
a different perspective.  It's the excitement of 
possibly discovering something new or finding 
an opportunity to make things better that really 
gets me going.  It's what gets me out of bed each 
day and it's why I agreed to take on the role of 
Interim Editor for the Bent Pylon. 

Josh Snyder brought the Bent Pylon into the 
digital color world, portraying the fabric of OVR 
and our activities with full color photographs 
and streamlining the delivery with digital 
PDFs delivered to our inbox well before the 
printed copy has a chance to be delivered to 
our homes.  Before Josh, it was Wade Huston 
who redesigned this publication, bringing it into 
the modern era with a clean, crisp layout and 
cool fonts.  These two gentlemen contributed 
hundreds of hours of writing, editing and creative 
time making this newsletter a tremendous asset 
for OVR .  My taking on the role of Editor of the 
Bent Pylon and expecting to be able to make 
improvements over what those guys did might 
be called ambitious, for they set the bar high.

The Bent Pylon has always had a consistent 
mission:  Deliver news about upcoming events 
to our members, recap past events in words and 
pictures to share their sucess and excitement 
with other members, and provide basic facts and 
reference information about the club.  As OVR 
has developed a better web presence and has 
gained experience with social media, it gives 
me an opportunity to push some of the repetitive 
information to those outlets and focus the Bent 
Pylon on what I feel are the most engaging 
aspects of our Porsche club:  its people and 
their emotional connection to Porsches.  The 
activities of the Ohio Valley Region PCA will still 
be present and pictures of the cars will remain 
but they'll be adornment for the personal stories.  
People stories take more time to develop, write 
and edit but since the Bent Pylon has evolved 
into a quarterly publication in print, there should 

be ample time to cultivate excellent articles and 
content.

As I began to redesign the layout in an attempt 
to bring more energy into the Bent Pylon, I 
discovered that mundane, necessary things 
like dates, titles and captions are exactly that 
- mundane!  So, I decided to throw in a few 
fun surprises here and there, like the '9' that 
precedes the issue number.  I just couldn't resist 
adding a '9,' making the number into one of my 
favorite Porsches.

Silly?  Incongruent?  Abstract?  I debated in my 
mind, finally concluding:  Why can't I use a '9?'  
Who made up that rule?  Let's try something 
different!"  Are you with me?   So, look for some 
inspired articles, check out the new layout, and 
discover a few surprises and numbers that just 
might make you think about a great Porsche!

Thank you to Andy Schuler and Jill Buzzard 
for their personal accounts of life in and 

around OVR.  Ted Hunter contributed many 
photographs of the social events and of his 
beautiful 356 shown on the back cover and 
elsewhere in the issue.  Patrick McCue captured 
the great cover shot of Dan Porter's 1989 930 
and my 1979 930.  I felt it only fitting to use it on 
this issue since I spent a lot of time with Dan 
doing the interview about his graphic design 
work that appears on page 18.

Enjoy!!

Editor  Grant Karnes

The Bent Pylon is a publication of the 
Ohio Valley Region, Porsche Club of 
America, published at 6909 Mount 
Vernon Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45227 
and printed by American Printing.

Permission to reprint any material 
published is granted providing full 
credit is given to Bent Pylon and the 
author and providing copyright is not 
involved.

The Bent Pylon gladly accepts all 
articles for publication. If you would 
like to submit any length article for the 
Bent Pylon, please feel free to do so. 
All articles and ads must be received 
by the 5th day of the month prior to 
the publication. 

Classified ads and articles can be 
e-mailed to the editor at ovrbent-
pylon@gmail.com or by mail to the 
publication address above. Region 
information is also available on the 
web at http://www.ovrpca.org.

Advertising Rates

Eighth Page $250/Year

Quarter Page $600/Year

Half Page $875/Year

Full Page $1,250/Year

All ads must be prepaid.  Contact 
ovrbentpylon@gmail.com for 
specifications. Services offered in 
the Bent Pylon do not necessarily 
imply endorsement or approval by 
the Bent Pylon or the Ohio Valley 
Region of the Porsche Club of 
America. Advertisement rates are 
paid in support of the Ohio Valley 
Region Porsche Club of America 
and will appear as timely as possi-
ble. The Bent Pylon cannot guaran-
tee services performed. Members 
experiencing difficulty or unsatis-
factory service should contact the 
advertiser directly and, failing to 
receive adequate response, should 
contact the local Better Business 
Bureau, notifying the advertiser of 
such action. Caveat Emptor.

G



Porsche Club Members receive a special 10% discount on parts and labor. 
Call us for an appointment and one of our Porsche Certified 

Technicians will inspect your Porsche with care.

Joseph 
Porsche

Kings
Automall

Performance Equipment
Sales, Service and Parts
Delivery Anywhere, Track/Tech Inspection Center
513-851-5900 (fax 513-851-4024)
9847 Kings Automall Dr., Cincinnati, Ohio 45249
www.porscheofkingsautomall.com / email:  bill@porscheofkingsautomall.com
Service Department Hours M-F 7:30 AM to 6:00 PM, Evening Drop Anytime
Sales Department Hours M-T 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM, F-SAT 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM, SUN 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM  
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

DENNIS OKIN
President

"That, for me, is the greatest thing about this 
club - a very diverse group of friendly people 

who all have cars and driving in common."

My quest for the next two years will be to get 
as many of you involved in this wonderful 
organization as possible.  We have nearly 1,500 
primary and associate members.  Whether it is 
our social events, concours or driving events 
such as tours, autocross, driver education, or 
Club racing, OVR offers many opportunities to 
become involved. 

Speaking of Social events I hope you had an 
opportunity to attend our Annual meeting held 
at Porsche of the Village on December 3. Past 
President and host extraordinaire John Meyer 
put together a great event. Thank you, John.  I 
know how much time and effort it took for you to 
make this great evening happen.

We have our Monthly Board meeting and 
social the second Tuesday of every month at 
Firehouse Grill in Blue Ash, located at 4785 
Lake Forrest Drive. The social hour starts at 
6:00 p.m. and the board meeting starts at 7:00 
p.m. Board meetings rarely take more than 60 
minutes. The next meeting is January 10th, 
2017.  We generate new Membership badges 
for all who attend and they are given out at the 
next meeting.

Our first social event for the year is our new 
member welcome party at Porsche of Kings 
Automall on  January 28, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.  The 
purpose of this function is to introduce newer 
members of the club to the different types of 
events held and a general meet and greet for 
members new and old. There will be very brief 
discussions about our events so that newer folks 
can learn about the club.  Additionally, for those 
members who have joined after January 1, 2010 
there will be no charge for this event. There will 
be a $10 per person charge for those members 
who joined before that date. This covers dinner, 
beer, wine and soft drinks.  Please sign up for 
this event at clubregistration.net or you can get 
to the sign up from our website. http://ovrpca.
org .  It will be first necessary to create an 

account on this site, if you have not had one 
before.  Instructions to create an account can 
be found on the blog, including screen shots on 
our website, dated 10/23/16.  It should not take 
more than a few minutes to create an account.  
You will use this same account to register for all 
types of events for OVR.  

Speaking of the OVR web site, I highly 
recommend you check it periodically to see 
what is upcoming for the club. OVR used to have 
a Chili Party in January and this new member 
event is taking the place of the chili party this 
year.  Please do not bring chili or desserts.   

I also want to thank Past President Grant Karnes 
for his diligent efforts over the last two years 
for OVR.  Grant has decided to take over the 
interim editor position for our newsletter. I am 
sure he will have some new and exciting things 
in this issue.  I would be remiss if I did not also 
thank Josh Snyder for his excellent stewardship 
of the Bent Pylon for the last two years.  Each 
editor in his own way adds different touches and 
improvements to this publication. 

Back to my quest, mentioned a number of words 
ago, please get involved in OVR.  We are all 
volunteers and any help or suggestions are 
welcome.   You can contact me or any member 
of the Board listed on the website.  

Thank you and I look forward to seeing you at an 
upcoming event soon.

Hello, I am Dennis Okin, the new Ohio Valley 
Region Porsche Club President for 2017 and 
2018.   As I write this brief letter on Thanksgiving 
I realize we all have a lot for which to be thankful:  
our families, health, our cars and the friendships 
we have developed with other PCA members 
over the years. 

Back in 2000, my 1997 triple black 993 Cabriolet 
was visiting  the old Beechmont Porsche in 
Anderson Township for service.   I was walking 
through the service bays admiring the other 
cars when this smiling guy with a full head of 
bushy, curly hair approached me telling me 
what a great car I have, instructing me never to 
sell it and mentioning something called a driver 
education event run by OVR. This enthusiastic 
guy told me how great my car would be and how 
much fun these events were.  His infectious 
smile and enthusiasm could have convinced 
the passengers of the Titanic that the water was 
not that cold!   Well, many of you have probably 
guessed that person was Bill Kief.   Not only is 
Bill a very skilled driver and instructor but Bill 
could sell ice to Eskimos. Bill is also a heck of a 
lot of fun to be around. That was my introduction 
to OVR and soon after I began participating 
in driver education events.  Bill owes me 
thousands of dollars because after my first event 
I was hooked. What followed for me over the 
next 15 years was a roll bar, racing seats, track 
tires and wheels, 5 point harness, complete 
new adjustable suspension and a regeared 
transmission.  Each time my wife, Susan, 
asked about the cost I became more adept at 
changing the subject and eventually she left me 
alone in my newfound passion.  The other thing 
that happened was Susan and I met fantastic 
people who have become some of our best 
friends. That for me is the greatest thing about 
this club - a very diverse group of friendly people 
who all have cars and driving in common. There 
are some very nice people who we really enjoy 
being around.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

 New Member Social                                               SATURDAY  JAN 28

 Wine Tasting                             FRIDAY  MAY 12

 Autocross  Taj Ma Garaj                          SATURDAY  APR 08

The Chili Party is being replaced in January 
2017 with a New Member Dinner and Social. 
Mark down Saturday January 28 for a great 
time. This event will begin at 6:30 p.m. and be 
hosted at Porsche of Kings Automall. This event 
WILL NOT BE a Chili Party. It will be a catered 
dinner for new members to meet other members 
and learn about the workings of the club. 

Members who joined in January 2010 or later 
and their guests will not be charged for this 
great event. Food will be catered and beer and 
wine will be provided. Brief overviews of club 
functions such as driver education, autocross, 

Saturday April 8, from 3-6pm, OVR and 
MORPCA will co-host a joint regional social 
event at the fabulous Taj Ma Garaj, the late John 
Dixon’s brainchild and wonder garage.  This 
year we have invited Central Indiana Region 
(CIR) to join us in what promises to be the 
biggest socializer of the year!  Last year 300 
OVR and MOR members attended this event.

If you haven’t been to the Taj Ma Garaj, you 
will definitely want to mark your calendar. If 
you have, you probably stopped reading two 
sentences ago and marked your calendar 
before continuing!!

It’s that good! OVR and MOR will have 
individual tours from Cincinnati and Columbus, 
respectively, meet for a joint social to enjoy the 

OVR will host several autocrosses in 2017.  
This year we have secured an incredible 
location at Turfway!  If you've never participated 
in an autocross, be sure to mark your calendar 
for the dates listed below.

Autocross is the sport of navigating your car 
through a defined course of pylons, usually 
on a large parking lot, in a timed competition. 
Autocross courses are set up using soft orange 
traffic pylons which will not damage your car.
Events are run at speeds usually between 40-65 
MPH, usually in 2nd gear. It is a "performance 
driving event" and a safe way to learn how to 
drive your car at its limit. You not only learn 
how to handle your car at speeds that you drive 
daily, but you will also gain confidence in your 
driving ability, learn correct seating, hand, and 
feet positions, and learn the limits of your car's 
handling in a safe environment. 

Autocross is a social gathering of new and 
old friends and LOTS OF FUN!  All makes 
and models of vehicles are invited; they just 
must pass the safety check. No special race 
equipment is needed.  However, the vehicle 
must have operational seat belts. The fee is 
$30.00 per driver. More than one person can 
share a car. If your 16 or 17 year old would like 
to participate, they must have a valid driver's 
license and at least one parent present.  

Last year's annual OVR wine tasting and 
charity auction enabled OVR members to 
taste more than thirty wines rated 90 points or 
higher.  Chardonnays, Pinot Noirs, Merlots, 
Syrahs, Cabernets, and Bordeaux graced the 
linen-lined tables and a few of the bottles had 
a commanding view through the window of 
the historic Little Red Schoolhouse in Indian 
Hill of OVR members socializing among their  
Porsches on a warm May evening.

This is one of the premier social events of the 
season.  Be sure and mark your calendar for 
this one.  Meet new wines, new cars and new 
friends!

concours, tours and social functions will be 
discussed. This will be a  low key (casual dress) 
opportunity to meet other club members and 
help you begin to understand what YOUR CLUB 
can offer you.

Members and a guest who joined before 
January 2010 are invited to attend for a slight 
fee to be announced shortly.  Registration is 
open on clubregistration.net.  If you have never 
used clubregistration.net you must first set up an 
account prior to registering.

You will see more about this upcoming event in 
the Bent Pylon and via email blasts sent out to 

cars, get a tour of the Taj and see the Porsches 
and other automobiles and memorabilia John 
collected,.  There will be a Porsche Quiz that 
will pit the great minds of OVR against those of 
MOR and CIR in a friendly competition,with the 
winning region taking home the “Quiz Cup.” This 
is bound to be a unique and incredibly fun event 
in the perfect Porsche enthusiast setting!  Last 
year, OVR prevailed and will be defending the 
cup.

Light refreshments, soft drinks, beer and wine 
will be available. 

Check the OVR web site or Facebook page for 
updated information as this event approaches.  
Registration will open soon!

Registration will open sometime in early April so 
be sure and check the OVR web site regularly 
and make sure you are receiving your OVR 
emails because this event fills up quickly.  
Capacity and parking are limited at the Little Red 
Schoolhouse.

This year we have invited Hart and Cru to pour 
a selection of their favorite wines and we are 
hoping to finalize details about the event soon.  
Kevin Hart is a top sommelier in Cincinnati with 
impeccable taste and a keen knack for finding 
exceptional ly tasty wines!

all members.  For any questions please contact  
dennisokin@fuse.net or 513-300-5076.

EVENT RECAP

Special recognition was given at the OVR 
annual meeting to the 2016 Board of Directors, 
which consists of 20 event and procedural 
chairs and members-at-large, a few of whom 
are shown here,   for their enthusiasm, 
commitment and hard work.

OVR depends on its devoted volunteer Porsche 
enthusiats to plan and execute our more than 35 
events each year!  If you have an idea or want to  
help out, contact a board member today!

Howard Rapp Award
Dan Porter

To say Dan is particular about his car and 
passionate about its appearance is an 

understatement.  Always  presenting himself 
and his '89 930 in style, with finely-tuned details,  

Dan is well-deserving of this award!

Enthusiast of the Year
Brent Fagan

Brent has served as Membership Chair for four 
years and  he welcomes new members with 

the same enthusiasm today as he did when he 
gazed upon his first Porsche!  Well done, Brent!  
You make us all  more enthusiastic just by being 

around you!

Rookie of the Year
Jeff Renner

This year OVR members witnessed a 
reconstitution of Jeff as he dove into OVR, 

contributing countless hours to Chair our first-
ever Tire Rack Street Survival School and Co-

Chair the Autocross committee.  Many footsteps 
and tire revolutions were spent planning 

autocross courses and setting up cones at the 
break of dawn!

2016 Board Members 
Recognized

OVR 2016 AWARDS
Howard Rapp  |  Enthusiast of the Year  |  Rookie of the Year

DATES
Apr 29  |  May 13  |  Jun 24  |
Jul 22  |  Sep 16 
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EVENT RECAP

Great fun was had by all who attended the last board meeting and social event of the year at OVR 
premier sponsor Porsche of the Village.    Past President John Meyer welcomed the approximtely 180 
members who attended.  Outgoing President 
Grant Karnes gave a state-of-the-club address 
and thanked all of the OVR volunteers for their 
enthusiasm and hard work in 2016. 

President-elect Dennis Okin outlined his goals 
for 2017 and presented special awards to Mary 
Louise Bauman and Jerry Wolf for their service 
to the club.

Past presidents, including the two active 
founding members of OVR, Dick Weiss and 
Jerry Wolf, and Grant Karnes, current President,  
welcome Dennis Okin to the presidency in 2017 
and give him the keys to the club.

OVR ANNUAL MEETING AND SOCIAL
2016 in Review OVR members and guests enjoyed an Italian 

dinner catered by Ferari's Little Italy of Maderia 
as they socialized with new members and old 
friends.  All-in-all, it was a fun-filled evening 
visiting with Porsche friends in the beautiful 
showroom of Porsche of the Village.
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FEATURE

The Mid-Ohio PCA region recently published an article in their newsletter about the vehicle demographics of its members.  It started us thinking here at the 
Bent Pylon...and soon we were gleaning insightful information about cars around the world and those of our own members.  In casual conversations over 
the holidays, no one seemed to be able to guess what the most popular automobile color is globally.  Black was a common answer.  And people seem to 
think blue cars are more prevalent than they really are.  Could that be that blue is on an uptrend?  Well, we did discover that Brilliant Blue is Axalta Coating 
Systems' North Americn Automotive Color of the Year for 2016.

OVR members decidedly prefer black Porsches with 
more than a quarter of our members owning this 
stealthy color.  Silver follows up with a strong second 
place, representing one-fifth of our Porsches.  Silver 
is recognized by commercial designers as the color 
that best reveals the sculptural aspects of industrial 
designs and Porsches most certainly qualify as 
moving scupture!  Interestingly, each of the patriotic 
colors - red, white and blue - carry roughly equal 
weight among our members' preferences.  The 
"Other" category is represented by quite a few yellows 
and a few greens.

THE MANY COLORS OF OVR
What our members drive, industry trends ...and a few other tidbits of trivia for 
your next cocktail party!

Sixty-two percent  of OVR members drive a variant of a 911, 
while Boxsters comprise fourteen percent of the P-cars 
sleeping peacefully in our garages during this cold winter week.   
Not many 4-door Porsches show up in this analysis which 
might suggest  a great opportunty to expand our membership 
significantly.  After all, Porsche's reported sales numbers 
consistently show sales growth in this segment.

Our regional Porsche dealers might be interested in this next 
segment of data as it could suggest when our members will be in 
the market for a new Porsche.  How old are our Porsches?  Take 
a look at the chart below.   It reveals the most popular models in 
OVR members' garages.

PPG, a gloabl leader in automotive coatings, publishes a wealth of 
information on colors, color trends and trends by geographic region for the 
automotive industry.  Generally, US and North America color preferences 
and trends are similar to the global profiles.

Do you Voodoo Blue?  According to Adam Noderer, Regional 
Manager for Porsche Cars North America, paint-to-sample 
blues have enjoyed recent popularity, with Voodoo Blue 
(shown below) being one of the most prevalent. 

U L T I M A T E  A U T O M O T I V E  S T O R A G E

PREFERENCE PROVIDED FOR 

PORSCHE OF THE VILLAGE CUSTOMERS.

For more information, contact Damon Warner at 

513.624.1117 or DWarner@PorscheOfTheVillage.com

Protect your vehicles, tires and wheels with 43,000 sq. ft of secure, indoor storage that’s second to none.

• Temperature-controlled, ventilated building

• Discreet location—facility closed to visitors

• Monitored fire-suppression sprinkler system

• Building monitored with 24-hour digital 

surveillance and security system

• Fully insulated indoor storage to protect paint 

from oxidation and interior from sun damage

• Additional services available, including vehicle 

pickup and on-site detailing



We Know Foreign Cars!
IMPORT AUTO REPAIR, BODY SHOP & SALES

foreignx.com

FOREIGN EXCHANGE - MORAINE 
5269 Cobblegate Road, Dayton, Ohio 45439  • (937) 298-3456

FOREIGN EXCHANGE - FAIRBORN 
3899 Colonel  Glenn Highway,  Fairborn,  Ohio 45324   •  (937) 320-1234

FOREIGN EXCHANGE - MASON
804 Reading Road, Mason, Ohio 45040   •  (513) 229-0888

Three Locations to Serve You Better

Owned & Operated By Resident Rick Rei l ich

FOREIGN EXCHANGE

Quality 
Car Repair 
By Factory 
Trained 
Technicians

We Can Save You 
About 25% From 
Dealership Prices!441 Vine Street, Suite 3700

Cincinnati, OH 45202
513.621.2666
ajstatman@statmanharris.com
www.statmanaharris.com
Experience. Determination. Results.

Alan J. Statman, Esq.

Multimillion Dollar Advocates Forum
Million Dollar Advocates Forum
The Top Trial Lawyers in America™

Statman
Harris & 
Eyrich LLC
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TECHNICAL

WAVE TO GRANDMA!
Jill Buzzard

"I found a lovely home...with not one but two 
garages that he managed to convert into a five 

car.  Problem solved."

scream while I am reading, especially now that 
even the New York Times or the New Yorker 
publish mistakes by their own writers.  The New 
Yorker always had a grammar editor (she has 
recently written a book about it and believe it or 
not I don’t agree with all HER rules either) and I 
recently discovered she has a British education, 
too.

Anyway, I am flattered by the kind remarks of 
the Bent Pylon editors about my editing.  As 
for the DE lady with the grey hair, she came 
about when David Raum met her and took her 

on.  He is a patient soul 
indeed.  When we first 
met he took me to car 
events (imagine that) 
and pretty soon I was 
driving in Autocross 
events in my little red 
Miata.  He was the chair 
of the Autocross group at 
that time so made sure 
I got some instruction.  
Then he himself got 
back into track events, 
which he had put aside 
while he brought up his 
son Kyle, and I went, 
too.  Eventually he had 
enough confidence in me 
that he let me drive the 
930 turbo and then the 
GT3RS (my favorite).

He continues to be a 
patient instructor.  And he 
makes sure that pictures 
of me at the track get 
back to my grandchildren 
in case their parents are 
rolling their eyes at my 
antics.

I am your proofreader for the Bent Pylon and 
also that little old grey haired lady who waves 
you by on the track at our high performance 
driver education events .

I proofread in memory of my feared English 
teacher at grammar school in England.  
My teacher’s name was Mrs. Fairclough, 
pronounced Faircluff, and we called her 
Floorcloth.  I will never be able to get over 
misplaced commas, run-on sentences, dangling 
participles  and spelling errors because of her.  
As my “domestic partner” can testify, I often 

OVR MEMBER PROFILE

We have made many great friends through OVR 
and traveled far and wide with them.  I think the 
next trip is with the Burnetts to the new Porsche 
headquarters in Atlanta.  David and I together 
have become travelers over the past ten years 
or so (we have been to all seven continents) 
and after a camping trip across Africa decided 
if we could stand each other in a tent for six 
weeks it might be okay to try a house together.  
At the time he lived in a converted firehouse on 
Main Strasse in Covington with a garage space 
for EIGHT cars so I had a challenge finding 
something to compete with that.  But of course I 
did .  I found a lovely home a block from where I 
was living in an historic district in Dayton with not 
one but two garages that he managed to convert 
into a five car.  Problem solved.  We have 
solved other cohabiting problems like my not 

caring to watch car shows; he puts on wireless 
headphones while I read (voraciously).

See you at Mid Ohio and don’t forget to wave as 
you go by!



1716 JANUARY 2017 17-01

PERSONAL

thumb up.  Immediate and positive feedback to 
the rare and ethereal occasion of performing 
a proper combination of handling maneuvers.  
I was driving my 2012 Cayman ‘R’ at Virginia 
International Raceway’s 3.27-mile Full Course 
in a Driver’s Education (DE) event hosted by the 
Northern New Jersey Porsche Club during the 
last few days of October.  This three-day DE was 
the culmination of five DEs for a life adventure I 
began last year.

By the end of 2015 a hare-brained scheme was 
developing after participating in my first-ever 
autocross events combined with two DEs, all 
hosted by the Ohio Valley Region Porsche 
Club.  In the afterglow of exhilaration, I had the 
burning desire to advance my driving skills by 
participating in all the OVR’s autocross events 
and increasing the number of DE events during 
the 2016 season.  My intention was to participate 
in these two very different venues to better 
understand the car’s handling characteristics 
as well as advance my abilities to control them.  

These events have given me that platform as 
well the opportunity to meet like-minded people 
in their own journey of experiential learning.

I was a student at the Mid Ohio Region Porsche 
Club’s DE held at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car 
Course in May, followed by the OVR’s June DE 
on the same track.  In the mid-summer, I spent 
two hot July days driving at a DE hosted by the 
Mid Ohio Region Porsche club at Putnam Park 

Road Course over in Indiana.  A few months 
later found me back at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car 
Course to participate in the DE hosted by OVR 
aptly named Autumn Thunder.  I wrapped up my 
year-long adventure participating in a three-
day DE at Virginia International Raceway’s Full 
Course, hosted by the Northern New Jersey 
Porsche club.

I punctuated this year by participating in the four 
autocross events hosted by OVR through the 

2016 season to experience the car in a totally 
different performance driving venue.  The 
autocrosses are easily accessible by being 
local, lasting half a day Saturday and requiring 
little planning on my part.  For me, autocrosses 
have proved to be inexpensive and safe fun with 
only minor harm coming to a few supple orange 
plastic traffic cones I and others inadvertently 
ran over when getting overly exuberant.  
Besides what I have learned by driving in 

Our velocity increased a 
third again over the Ton as 
we quickly closed on the 
end of the front straight.  
Turn 1 appeared as a 
tight right-hand change 
of direction heading 180° back on our current 
direction.  Numbered placards along the left 
side of the track counted down braking points 
and black tire marks on the asphalt indicated 
the rate of deceleration required to clear triple 
digits from the speedo.  I pressed hard on the 
brake pedal causing the car to writhe as the 
Michelin Pilot Super Sports were brought to 
their threshold of grip.  Looking over at what I 
imagined was my line through the turn, I steadily 
turned the wheel leaving some pressure on 
the brakes.  The car rotated about its yaw axis 
more than just the steering input would allow 
as I gradually released the braking force.  In the 
calm tone that I imagined Sully used with his 
passengers just before landing on the Hudson, 

my instructor’s voice came over the earpiece, 
“Feed it throttle as you unwind the wheel.”  The 
tires squalled in even pitch as my little white 
two-seater economy car transitioned from 
braking force to acceleration at the edge of 
adhesion, the rotational inertia pulling us to the 
outside of the turn.  We rushed forward to the 
next set of turns, my peripheral vision glimpsing 
the left hand of my instructor’s pumping fist, 

"black tire marks on the asphalt indicated the rate of deceleration 
required to clear triple digits from the speedo"

TRUE STORIES OF THE TRAIL
Andy Schuler

autocrosses, they have allowed me to tip toe 
into performance driving and more confidently 
transition into the world of DEs.

Prior to each Driver’s Education event, the 
host club assigned a brave soul called an 
instructor to ride in the car with me connected 
through in-helmet earpieces and microphones.  
This allowed two-way communications and 
immediate feedback while on the course.  Once 
back in the paddock area, engine off, we would 
strip off helmets and unclick seatbelts but 
remain in the car.  At this point the instructor 
would take time to review the session, answer 
my questions and help me line out the goals 
for the next session even as my head was 
swimming in a huge dose of adrenaline.  There 
were classroom sessions scheduled with 
my run group mates during the weekend to 
allow for more thoughtful learning without the 
overwhelming visceral reactions my seemingly 
pea-sized brain was generating during the 
actual track experience.

As with most people I suppose, I initially felt 
a little like odd man out as I would go to these 
events solo.  But I immediately began to 
recognize others that I had met at the autocross 
events along with a bunch of fresh faces as 
new to this escapade as me.  I discovered we 
all share the common interest of learning to 
develop our driving skills.  I’ve met people in 
my run groups at a similar point in their skills 
development as me.  I have seen them at 

multiple events as we progressed through the 
run group levels and enjoyed catching up with 
what they’ve been doing since we last met.  I 
have also encountered previous instructors 
and their friends who have done DEs for years.  
Then there are the hard-core gearheads eager 
to share their peculiar predilections with kindred 
spirits.  Everyone has been open and friendly.

These people share the desire to increase 
their skills and experience the exhilaration of 
performance driving, no matter their age, level 
of experience or model and vintage of car.  
Everyone is seeking an instance on the course 
when they become one with their car, if even 

for a scant few seconds, then come back to the 
paddock to communally share and celebrate the 
experience with others.  How cool is that?

Andy pilots his  Cayman R  around the "Keyhole" 
turn at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course.

After a couple of these events I developed the 
desire to go back and do it again when time and 
money allows.  I believe that time spent living 
in the present doesn’t count against the aging 
process.  I know this is true because I spend 
a good amount of time in the present on the 
track and feel younger after each session!  I try 
to balance the saving and spending of money 
between things that I need and the experiences 
that make my life richer.  These adventures have 
enriched my life by meeting new people in the 
sports car tribe and creating great memories.  
When we see each other next season, be sure 
and share your true stories of the trail with me.
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FEATURE

The alarm clock goes off and a few seconds 
later the telltale iPhone chime announces the 
arrival of another email from Dan Porter. This 
is the sixth in an exchange that  started a few 
weeks ago and is coming to a close.  I open 
it immediately, eager to read Dan's reply and 
hopeful that he has sent along the pictures 
I'd requested late last night.  The Bent Pylon 
interviewed Dan to ask him about his passion 
- Porsches - and how he is meeting demand 
from the racing industry and from Porsche 
enthusiasts around the world for custom liveries 
and great designs that reflect their personalities, 
companies and passions.

Bent Pylon:  Dan Porter is a long time OVR 
member and it’s so fun to talk with him.  He is 
one of the most enthusiastic people I know when 
it comes to Porsches.  He is also incredibly 
knowledgable about Porsches.  Dan is the 
owner and Chief Designer at Magnagrafik, 
a company he founded in 2010 that designs 
and installs custom race car liveries.  Dan, 
let’s start at the beginning – and I mean the 
real beginning!  What is your first memory of a 
Porsche?

Dan Porter:  My first memory of Porsche 
is watching ABC’s Wide World of Sports 
coverage of the IROC series at Riverside in 
1974. It was so cool seeing all these unique, 
brightly colored 911 “jellybeans” race 

FAST ART THAT REALLY STICKS
How does Dan Porter envision what the rest of us can't?

around the track. Back in the 70’s you just 
didn’t see many Porsches on the road…at 
least in Columbus, Ohio. They were special. 
Growing up my dad was not a car guy. He 
preferred big Lincolns that could carry the 
tools of his passion: golf. I set my mind to 
convince him to buy a Porsche and with my 
mom’s help, we succeeded. He agreed to 
buy a Porsche 911 on one condition. He had 
to be able to fit a full set of golf clubs in the 
trunk. Bingo! (Later, I discovered that one of 
the design prerequisites from Ferry Porsche 
to his son Butzi was the new 901 had to 
carry a full set of golf clubs). We found a 
nice white ’69 911T with fuchs wheels and 
parked it next to the Lincoln Mark 3. I was 
overjoyed. I have great memories riding in 
and eventually owning that car.

Bent Pylon:  And do those early memories 
show up as influences in the modern designs 
you do today for the race teams and Porsche 
customers you work with? 

DP:  Yes, absolutely. As a kid I developed an 
appreciation for many of the iconic liveries 
(Gulf, Martini, Rothmans, John Player…) 
through model making and slot cars. It 
is particularly exciting to design a livery 
for a new race car that pays tribute to one 
of the classics. Earlier this year I had the 
opportunity to design a wrap for a GT3 Cup 
car that was based from a 908/3 that was 
driven in the ’70 Targa Florio. Jeff Zwart 
featured a photo of the car in the August 
edition of Pano. That was pretty cool.

Bent Pylon:  Well, it is certainly easy to see 
where your inspiration comes from.  Most of 
your energy now is spent designing custom 
liveries for race cars and street cars and it’s 
clear you have a lot of creative vision.  But how 
do you bridge the gap to get a customer excited 
when you are working with someone who isn’t 
creative or who has more difficulty visualizing 
your concepts in the early stages of design? 

DP:  Art is subjective. When working with a 
new customer it’s important to establish a 
creative baseline to work from. I ask them 
to forward photos of liveries that they 
like.  I also find out what sponsors need to 
be integrated in the livery. I tend to start 
developing ideas pretty quickly. Most of 
my customers are not graphic designers, 
but when presented with a well thought out 
idea they start getting excited…especially 
when they see a detailed mock-up. I have 
discovered that a beautiful high quality 
rendering is invaluable. Many of my 
customers frame these renderings and 

hang them on their walls.

Bent Pylon:  What are some of the favorite 
designs you've created?  And is there one that 
stands out as being special for any reason?  (We 
also asked Dan to share some renderings for 
the readers of the Bent Pylon and he obliged 
with these beautiful drawings.)

DP:  I really don’t have a favorite. There 
are a few that stand out to me for different 
reasons.  My favorite design is the one I have 

yet to design. I am at an interesting point in 
my career right now. I feel like I’m getting 
better at what I do. What separates me from 
a traditional artist is that instead of painting 
on a flat white surface or sculpting a lump 
of clay, my canvas is already a work of art… 
a Porsche! I have a deep appreciation and 
respect for the creative engineering that 
went into that car.  My objective is always 
to improve the visual aspect of that rolling 
canvas.  It’s pretty simple: If a decal does 
not improve the appearance of the car it 
does not need to be there.

Bent Pylon:  I’ve heard other artists say 
that many company logos aren’t always very 
aesthetic and that they’re hard to integrate 
in their graphic art.  Do you find that it can be 
hard to integrate sponsor logos into your livery 
designs?  How are you able to overcome this?

DP:  I’m under no illusion. Sponsors finance 
motorsports. Integrating company logos 

tastefully is part of what I do. I’m just the tail 
on the turbo. The great thing is I am typically 
working with the CEO of the company… 

and if need be, he can make snap decisions 
regarding changes to his logo.

Bent Pylon:  How often do your customers get 
involved in the design process?  Do they rely 
on you more or do they tend to get involved and 
influence the development of a design?

DP:  Cars are a personal statement — race 
cars even more so as the graphics tend to be 
more elaborate. I encourage my customers 
to get involved in the design process.  In 

fact, I rely on their input.  I want them to take 
ownership of the graphics on their car. I love 
it when a customer gives me a theme. Right 
now I’m working on a livery for a guy who 
loves the Pop art movement of the 60’s. I’m 
designing a Roy Lichtenstein tribute livery 
for his 991 Cup car. Lichtenstein painted 
oversized canvases with dynamic images 
from comic books. POW! VAROOM! WHAM! 
These images are going to look dynamic 
on his car. Come to think of it, what’s more 
dynamic than a Porsche race car? Fun stuff!

Bent Pylon:  I can imagine the process can 
be quite involved and have several iterations.    
About how long does it take to compete a livery?

DP:  The average livery goes through about 
seven to ten variations before it is approved. 
After approval, the next step is creating 
the print art with bleeds and cut files. 
Sometimes this requires template work on 
an actual car. It’s not unusual for me to lay 
paper on a car and draw the shapes refining 
them until I’m happy.  I guess I’m pretty old 
school when it comes to design. The total 

time involved averages 20+ hours from start 
to finish.

Bent Pylon:  Let’s shift gears for a minute…the 
installation of these large vinyl graphics must 
be an important part of bringing the design to 
life.  How is that typically done and how do you 
ensure that the details you designed into the 
livery make it onto the proper spot on the car?

DP: I have tremendously talented 
individuals that handle my install 

jobs. Installation is performed using a 
squeegee and a propane torch. The vinyl 
has a pressure sensitive adhesive which 
once installed cures in 24 hours.  Proper 
placement and registration is accomplished 
through a series of detailed instructions and 
mock ups.

Bent Pylon:  Back to the art as we wrap up our 
talk….obviously the surface of a car is one big 
blank canvas in your world.  Is there any unique 
or exciting design you’ve been hatching in your 
mind and for which you are waiting for the right 
customer to come along?

DP: I always have plenty of design ideas just 
waiting for the right client to come along!

Bent Pylon:  As many as you've designed, we 
can only imagine!  Thank you, Dan, for sharing 
your craft with us and with the readers of the 
Bent Pylon!

Dan Porter uses the latest technology in his 
design studio combined with old fashioned 
paper templating techniques.
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Ovr has name badges available for you 
to order.  The design is a metal nameplate 
sized 1.5” x 3.5” with a magnetic backing.  It is 
lightweight and with the magnet will not cause 
puncture harm to your clothing. Each badge 
ordered will be $10, which includes shipping, if 
necessary. OVR would like to thank our former 
Newsletter Editor, Richard Groot, for his work, 
attention to detail and creativity on this project.

You can personalize your badge!  First line in a 
bold text for your first name/nickname; Second 
line for your given or family name; add a touch 
of something you want to share on the Third 
line, such as ‘Member since…’, your car make 
and model, or hometown, or maybe just leave 
it blank-your choice. 

HOW TO ORDER:

1. Fill in the information in the space below.

2. If mailing, enclose a check made out 
to OVR/PCA for $10 per badge and send 
to: Kathie Hunter, 1409 Woodridge Drive, 
Hamilton OH 45013.

FIRST LINE:_______________________

SECOND LINE:_____________________

THIRD LINE:_______________________

THE MART

FOR SALE

PORSCHE COMMUNITY

Metalkraft hosted OVR members at its annual Open House and Christmas Party on Saturday, 
December 17.  Owner Mark Schlachter gave tours of the shop where several 356 and 911 projects 
are underway while OVR members caught up on stories and started daydreaming about their own 
projects of the future.  Mark's artistry and craftmanship were on full display and his enthusiasm and 
smile were a bright light on an otherwise gray and dreary Saturday morning in CIncinnati!

MetalKraft CoachWerkes Open House and Christmas Party
Porsche Restoration & Coach Building Specialists Porsche 912E Parts

Used original factory 912E muffler.  Removed from my E years ago.  This muffler is in very good condition.  Asking $650.00.  Used 
912E distributor.  Make offer. Contact me via email - tonys@fuse.net or via cell phone 513-404-0903.  Tony Scheurer (8/16)

Porsche Collectibles

I have a collection of die-cast Porsches (mostly 1/18th scale) and collectible Porsche hardbound books for sale.  I also have a large 
collection of Ferrari die-cast models (in 1/8th, 1/12th and 1/18th scale), collectible hardbound Ferrari books and Ferrari periodicals.  
tonys@fuse.net or by cell phone 513-404-0903.  Tony Scheurer (8/16)

2016 Cayman GT4

Racing Yellow, Black partial leather with Alcantara, stitching in platinum. Smoking package, Wing Support in black, Wheels painted 
Satin Black, Seat Belts in Racing Yellow, Clear Bra.  $97,500.00 Harold Linville 937-603-0307  linvilleharold@gmail.com (1/17)
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PCA ZONE 4 NEWS

Want to Get Involved?
Come and help out and meet new people at 
an OVR event!  Contact any Board member to 
volunteer your ideas for your club.  Create a new 
event, volunteer for an annual event or come 
to a board meeting.  Creating family-friendly 
events is important to the Board. If you have an 
idea for an event that is family friendly, please let 
us know about it.

Also, to be sure you receive emails (eNews) 
about PCA and OVR events in your region be 
sure to update your profile on the PCA website 
(pca.org).

Dennis Okin
President

Autocross Bill Kief

  Jeff Renner

Chief Instructors Dale Timmester

  Gary Nichols

Club Race Bill Altvater

Concours John Meyer

Driver's Ed Thomas Crihfield

Historians Brent Fagan

  Dick Weiss

Members-at-Large Mike Valentine

  Rick Gilhart

Membership Steve Schultz

Newsletter OPEN

Past President Grant Karnes

Rally/Tour Jeff Clark

Safety  Tim Flory

Social  OPEN

Social Media Jack Schultz

Technical Rich Rosenberg

Webmaster Karah-Lyn Crihfield

Bill Altvater
Vice President

Andrew Lautz
Secretary

Herb Beck
Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2017 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS

although most of us have our cars tucked away 
for winter, during the next few months, regions 
host social events and tech sessions to help 
members continue to be able to enjoy the PCA 
camaraderie.

As region calendars firm up and events continue 
to be added, please remember to check your 
inboxes, region’s newsletter and website, as well 
as the Zone 4 website http://zone4.pca.org  for 
the most up to date information about events 
available to you.  Also, consider attending other 
regions’ events, such as:

• January 3 is Rally Sport Region’s Club Meeting 
at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth

• Join Maumee Valley Region members at the 
University of Toledo vs. Miami of Ohio Men’s 
Basketball Game on January 7

• Central Indian Region’s Monthly Board 
Meeting is January 4 at the Skyline Club in 
Indianapolis

• January 5 is Southeast Michigan Region’s 
Monthly Board Meeting

• Mid Ohio Region’s Board Meeting at the Rusty 

Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,

Happy New Year!  I hope that everyone enjoyed 
the holiday season and is ready for another 
exciting year in PCA.  I attended several Region 
Holiday parties at the end of the year.

Central Indiana Region held their Annual 
Meeting and Gala Dinner at The Rathskeller 
located in the 19th century Athenaeum building 
in downtown Indianapolis.  After a wonderful 
German Buffet, the year-end awards were 
presented, and next year’s officers were 
introduced.  In addition, it was the region’s 55th 
anniversary, and I presented them with several 
items to commemorate this important milestone.  
I also attended Rally Sport Region’s Holiday 
Party.  With good food and lively conversation, 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed the evening.  
Attendees were requested to bring toys or gifts 
to benefit a local Children’s Hospital, and the 
response was fantastic.

It’s the beginning of a new year, and many 
regions’ events calendars are still being put 
together.  Why not reach out to your region’s 
leadership and offer to assist with an event.  
As is true with any organization, the more 
you put into it, the more you get out of it.  And, 

MICHAEL SORIANO
Zone 4 Representative

"Reach out to your region’s leadership and 
offer to assist with an event....the more you put 

into it, the more you get out of it."

Bucket Restaurant is January 9

• Motor-Stadt Region’s Board Meeting is on 
January 10 at Spagnoulo’s in Okemos.

• January 11 is Michiana Region’s Business 
Meeting at Dandino’s Supper Club in Goshen

• Northern Ohio Region’s Holiday Party at Club 
Motor Estates in Broadview Heights is January 
14

• January 18 Western Michigan Region’s 
January Dinner

• ARPCA’s Mid-Winter Party is January 21 at 
Sewickley Porsche

• January 28 is Ohio Valley Region’s New 
Member Party at Porsche of Kings Automall

If you have any questions or comments please 
feel free to contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@
gmail.com

Thanks,

Michael
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